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E LIZA: 

Or, The HISTORY of 

Mifs G.RANVILLE, 

LETTER I. 

Mifs Eliza Granville, to Mifs 
Charlotte Lenox. 

jTX— )3(JO, my dear Charlotte, I dc- 
T N I ^^^ marriage— I have, eve- 

^ vQ ^ ^^y' ^^^^ reafons to con- 

firm me in my love of h- 
bcrty. Shall I, without having the 
fear of mifery before my eyes, run 
willfully into the fnare, and yield up 
my glorious freedom to that tyrant. 
Vol. I. B man } 
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man ? What fhould I gain by foeh a 
fecrifice? — ^Coldnels and neglc6t — in*^ 
dead of what I now cnjoy^— pleafurci 
love and admiration. 

I am young, and, If I may believe 
the world and my glafe, handfonje?: 
have a large independent fortune. — 
What can I wifli for more ? Under a 
maftjue of coquetry, I cwceal a heart 
circwmi5^e(Stly guarded from the at- 
tafics of love, knowing that paflion to 
be of a ferious nature, and moft eafily 
formed in ferious dilpofitions. Mirth 
and diflipadon are really enemies to it. 
Nourifhed by thought, and a warm 
imagination, it takes deepefl root in 
retirement, and is fed by fighs and 
foftnefs. For this reaibn I fly for 
ihelter, againfl; its attacks, to company 
^d diverlion, to what your grave one's 

would 
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would call temptations, but which I 
fbel, by experience* to have a quite 
contrary effed. Believe nie, there i^ 
but little danger in a free intercourfe 
with the male creatures. If one if 
ftruck with their perfons, a variety 
will iecure the heart . from any parti- 
cular attachment -, and to converfe with 
theni is (till a greater antidote againft 
the poifon received by the eyes ; for^ 
take them all in all> (lender w)U be. 
found their power of pleafing. I 
tor myfelf, and muft do the beaux that 
juftice, to own that they arc more 
harmkis creatures than is generally^ 
inoagitied. 

I rc^oi^e in my in&nfibility, which 
is greatly ftrcngthencd by. the example 
I have before my eyes of the com- 
forts of matrimony. You know I 

B 2 live 
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live with my guardian and his lady j 
as you never faw either of them, take 
a (ketch of their charafters. 

Sir John Stratton .is about five and 
thirty, handfome and elegant in his 
perfon-, his face has nothing ftriking 
in it at the firft glance, but, upon a 
little examination, one finds a great 
deal of expreffion of fenfibility, and a 
fprt of fhrewdnefs that is more dange- 
rous Jihan beauty. His eyes, teeth 
andTOir are extremely fine, and his 
fmiles have a fatirical fort of waggifh- 
nefs that makes one believe their 
owner is not without a good fhare of 
wit. Nor does his converfatiop deftroy 
thefe expeftarions; he is lively, artful, 
and, when he pleafes, can be very ten- 
der and infinuating. Far gone in the 
faftiionable extravagance of this vo- 
luptuous 



\ 
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luptuous age, he is fond of gaming, 
diffipation, and intrigue ; and, though 
but a few years married to a woman 
he once doated on, is already, in 
every refpeft, the modifh hufband. 

Lady Louifa Stratton is almoil a fi- 
nifhed beauty ; but what the men call* 
an inanimate one. Rather ferious than 
fprightly, and, from a fort of diffidence, 
makes a leis fhining figure in conver* 
fadon, than many who have not half 
her good fenfe. She loves Sir Jobt 
with a tendemefs that, without meet- 
ing a juft return, makes her but the 
more fenfibly afFefted with his coolnefi. 
Naturally inclined to jealoufy, fhe finds 
but too many caufes to torment her- 
felf. From the friendfhip ftie honours 
me with, I colled, daily, frelh argu- 
ments, by the confidence flic tcpofes 
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m me, againft the ftate you would per- 
fuade mc to embrace. 

No, Charlotte^ let me revenge our 
injured fcx ; and, iince nature and ftwr- 
tune have put it in my power, let me 
T)unifli thofe ingrates, that fo litde 
merit our tendernefi. I triumph in 

. the wounds I give, without any defign 
to he^. No lefs than fix captives now 
wear my chains, whom I treat with a 
caprice that you will, perhaps, cenfurc^ 
but, do they defcrve better? I5 not 
their whole ftudy to deceive us ? How 
many have fallen a prey to their arti- 

.fices? Hapkfe beauty, when unbe- 

: friended by fortune, without an un- 
common (hare of prudence and vir- 
tue, becomes a prey t» their ungo- 
Yemable pa0iQOS. And with every 

^ advantage, have we rejtfon to tiiumph 

in 
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in our bt? fince even matrimony fob- 
je&s us to a dependence "which that 
ungenerous fex render almoft infup- 
port^le : fo ill a uie do they make of 
their prerogative, fo conftantly do they 
keep in mind one part of a ceremony 
compofed by themfclves, Obej<^\ am 
ready to cry out with Cdlifia^ in the 
Fair Penitent— 



•Wherefore are we 



Born with high fottl5i but to a/Tert ourfelves^ 
Shake ofF this vile obedience they exaA, 
And claim an equal empire o'er the world ? 

With thefe fentiments, and in a hu- 
mour very litde favourable to his fuit, 
I am going to receive one of my cap- 
tives, who, I am told» is waiting for 
me — but patience, good fir ; (I am fure 
I have taken no irnall pains to teach 

^ 4 you 
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you that difficult kffon) let me firft 
give a (ketch of your charadter to my 
friend. 

Mr. Beaumont is a young gentleman 
of a good family, poflefled of a clear 
eftate of three thoufand a year. I 
mention his perfedbions firft, to pre- 
poflefs you in his favour. His peribn 
is tall and genteel enough, his manner 
ajjex biefiy Id Id. — Though, before me, 
he appears to difadvantage, as he is 
one of your timid lovers : I therefore 
do him the juftice. to judge of him 
by the characier I hear of him from 
others. They tell me he is extremely 
fenfible, has an uncommon fhare of 
learning, is a man of good morals, 
ftrift honour, generous difpofition, and, 
though rather grave and referved to 
ftrangers, an engaging companion to 

his 
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his intimates ; warm and conftant in his 
fiiendfhips, and — I do*nt know what 
all — ^but, in fhort, a mighty good kind 
of a young man. — May be lb ; but 
he b not the m^» for ail that: 

Adieu, Charlotte ; do me the jufticc 
to believe me fincercly. 

Tour's, 

Eliza Granville. 
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Mj/s Eliza QuAmw;^, /p ^^ 

LE T me enteptaio you with a.roofR- 
ing matrimonial fcene, as it was 

performed in Lady Louifa's drefling- 
room. 

Neat, blooming and fweet, with a 
truly niaternal deportment and air, 
my friend fat down at the tea-table. 

In a few minutes enters Sir John 

Stockings Ipoie, ^rp&p^ in his hand, 
drefled in his blue damaflc morning 
gown — his hair um:ombed, hanging 
over his face. 

Good morrow, my charming Mifg 
Crimville^ faid he.— rHow are you, my 

dear? 
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dear? (Cardefily to his ladf.) Then, 
flinging himlelf into a chair^ begw 
Iprtering his ftockingSy whiftlmg^ 

Of all comforiSj I mif carried^ 
When I plafd the fool, and married. 

A plaguy headach, my lovely ERzaj 
faid he -, no man was ever fo tormented 
with It as I am. — Oh pray, my dear, 
turning to his lady, be a little quicker 
in your motions. For heaven's fake, 
let me have fome tea. 

I don't wonder at your headach, 
faid Lady Stratton^ coftfidering the 
hours you keep. I am fure I fhould 
not live a month, were I to lead fuch 
a racketing life. 

Not my dear, laid he, fmiling; 
then try it by all means. 

B 6 Oh, 
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' Oh, the tender hufband ! x:ry*d I j 
what endearing advice ! 

Nay, my little fmart one, faid he, 
taking my hand, I only advifc her to 
try the life fhe rails at, in order to 
give her a better opinion of it 

No need of explanations. Sir yobnj 
iaid I, we underftand your meaning. 

Indeed, my dear, faid his lady, you 
give me great uneafinefe. Can I bear 
to fee you lb prodigal of your health ? 
Muft that, and your time be wholly 
fquandered away on others, while my 
melancholy hours are Ipent in fruitlefi 
anxiety? Why, alas! is your honie 
the only place that is irkfome to you ? 
Once you could take pleafare in my 
company j yet, what have I done that 
now, neither night nor day, I am ho- 
noured with your prefence, except, 

fometimesj 



Htjiory of Mifs Granville. 1 3 

ibmedmes, when fleep ha^ kindly ba- 
nifhed, for a few nuniites, my care, 

you come, tinfealbnably, to interrupt 

It > . 

••• • 

I interrupt your fleep! cried he, 
archly ; what an unjuft aceufation ! 
But that may be eafily remedied ; fe* 
perate beds -is both a falhionable and 
convenient pkn. I have no objedlions» 
I affure you. 

No, I believe not, iaid Lady Louifa^ 
with tears in her eyes ; but let me tell 
you, fir, this ufage is very cruel to me, 

who have always made it my ftudy 
to oblige. Oh! what a return do 
you' make for all my tenderncfe I 

Other wives 

Oh lord — Oh lord — cried he, inter- 
terrupting her, and putting his hands 
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igivc you. <me. piece <rf advice .before 
-you get 'yourfelf fettered. Always 
chufe fome more %recablc fubjeft to 
"entertain ytour- hulband with, ^than 
r feftures on his bad behaviour.——- 

r 

'Leliur^i I fay; by Wty of a fofter cx- 
preffion than, perhaps, it will bear-, 
for, if I miftake not, the vulgar would, 
without ceremony, call it fcoldihg. 

Do I fcold~then ? faid Lady Strat- 
ton^ colouring ; upon my word, fir, 
you are very polite; you might at 
leaft keep up a little outward appear- 
ance of civility. My birth, fortune, 
and even perfon (which I have no rea- 
fon to believe contemptible, but from 
your u6ge) entitle me, I think, to a 
different treatment. You fhould have 
niore pride than to expole youriclf be- 
fore M\& Granville. Very 
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Very good advice, my dear, faid he, 
carelelsly; pray follow it, for, entre 
f^usj you have full as much cxpofed 
yourfelf as me— But — to be furc — as 
you fay, a lady of your rank and for- 
tune! — Oh lord! Oh lord! what it 
is to be under obligations ! One is in 
continual danger of being put in mind 
of them. — But, my good lady, had 
not I, too, birth and fortune ? And 
yet, I never upbraided you with ei- 
ther. Judge, Mifs Granville^ which of 
the two is the tnoft generous. 

I fhook my head, 
, Oh, my fweet enemy, how (ignifi- 
cant was that look! faid he. What 
lovely eyes ! added he, looking ten- 
derly on me: 

None of your unmeaning flattery, 
iaid I. Un- 
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Unmeaning i anfwered He; is that 
the only fault you have to it ? If fo> 
I can eafily clear myfelf ; for, by hea- 
ven 

Pflia, cried 1, - frowning^ how can 
you trifle fo ? I am not in a humour 
for raillery. 

Oh, pray, my dear EHza^ let him 
have his own way, faid Lady StraUon •, 
Sir Jaim is fond of Ihewing his wit. 

And I can cell you, my lady, faid 
he, you would, perhaps, be more tex 
my tafte . if you had any tp fhew ■ ■ 
She burft into tears. 

This is too much, iaid (he. Am 
1 jjien, become an objeft of your ridi- 
cule ? If to be witty is to be cruel 
like you, I will glory in my ftupidity. 
— ^Troe, fir, your wife is not witty, 

but 
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but fure (he is too good for the treat- 
ment you think fit to beftow on her. 
But go on, fir; deftroy every re- 
mainder of my affeftion^i teach me to 
deljpiie you, as you do me, and I fhall 
then be happy in my infenfibility, fhall 
bear your inconflancy without uneafi* 
nels, and no longer think your pre- 
fence a pleafure ; then may you mur- 
-der your dme and health, without a 
check, without danger of my taking 
the pains to fc<ild you, as you are 
pleafed to call it. 

" I think, quoth STbomaSj women's 
♦• tongues of alpine leaves are made." 
^•Do you know that fong, Mils Gra$h 
ville? faid the unfeeling creature; I 
wifh- you would fing it to me. I want 
a Iktle harmony. I do not know how 
it is, but the good folks in my family 

^e 
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are grown very fond of difcord, lately. 
For my part, I am a poor dov)e-like 
creature, arid have a natural antipathy 
to this jarring. Before I was fhackled, " 
1 had the charafter of a Iprightly, 
good-natured fellow ; but now, a plague 
on this matrimony — Never have any 
thing to fay to it, my dear girl — ^tis, 
as you fee, a devil of a life. He took 
my hand, i>ut' I-flung from him. He 
followed me. 

Let not my lovely v/ard be offended 
at me, faid he, in a low voice; I can 
bear any thing but that. — I made him 
no anfwer, but left the room, fin- 
cerely plttying my friend, and hear- 
tily hating her torrrientor. 

And are thefe, CharlottCy the blifsful 
fcenes I am to expeft^ if I follow your 
adNdce ? — What fignifies the good cha- 

rafter 
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rifter of Mr. Beaumont ? — ^A hufband 

« 

aod a lover^ my dear, arc very diffe- 
rent animals. I'll have Jiodiing to iay 
to the former, .though I may, perhaps, 
for a few years longer, amufe myfelf 
with the. latter. 

Farewell, my dear friend, I am go- 
ing to make a round of morning vi- 
fits. We are to have a good deal of 
company at dinner, Mr. Beaumont 
among the reft, and two others of my 
humble fecvants. — Who are they ? you 
will alk. To fadsfy your curiofity, I 
will attempt their charaders, though it 
may, perhapSj be more juftly faid of 
that fex than ours — Moft men have no 
charadlers at all, in any fcnfe of the 
word — But to the fwains. — 

Sir Harry Town/end is a young man 
of fmall fortune \ and that, by the 

bye. 
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bjre, \%y perhaps, the principal t^&Xk 
c^ his paying his addrefles to me, fw 
I do not think him caf)able of a very 
ferious paflion ; he is too fond of his 
own fwect perfon, to admit a rival in 
his heart — he is really what is called, 
a very pretty fellow. Vain enough in 
confcience, trifling in his converlation, 
and one that would fain, in ipite of 
nature, be witty. He courts me with 
all the gaiety imaginable, pays com- 
pliments and takes fhuflT by turn«j, 
hums an air, then- fwears he's dying 
for me, a little in the opera tafte, a 
kind of recitative. Though I de^fe. 
him, and take no great pains to hid^ 
my ientiments, he neither feems dii^ 
couraged nor difconcerted. 

My other lover, Mr. Ramfey^ has a 
good eftate, a&£b a great deal of wiA 

.«^ dom, 



Ik. 
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dom, talks very methodically, and fcn- 
tentiaUy, rcafons with me inftcad of 
courting, and dcnsonflrates the ftrength 
of lus paflion, as well as the neceflity 
of my making a return to it, in a lo- 
gical manner-, yet have not his argu- 
ments convinced, though delivered with 
great gravity and perlpicuity. — An 
odd, formal mortal, with but an in- 
diflfcrent peribxi, too.— What can make 
inm hope for fuccels ?->«^h, the va- 
nity of mankind ! 

Adieu, Charlotte^ I have time for 
nQ more — ^Believe me, 

Your*Sj 

Eliza Granville. 



LET- 
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LETTER IIL 

Mifs Eliza Granville, to Mifs 
Charlotte Lenox. 



THE company are gone. What 
a medley of charafters ! Very 
amufing to me, you may believe, who 
have rather, as you have often told 
me, a turn for ridicule.— How deceit- 
ful are men! — Sir John was in the 
beft humour imaginable, and behaved 
to his lady in fb polite a manner — 
(but, to do him juftice, he is the beft 
bred man in the world) that, I doubt 
not, our guefts thought them an amaz- 
ingly happy couple. 

After 
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• 

After they were gone, Mr. Beaumont 
endeavoured to engage me in a parti- 
cular converiation, but was prevented 
•by Sir Harrys who, perhaps, with the 
fame defign, took care to fit near me, 
and faid a thoufand filly things in a 
low voice, which did not, however, 
-efcape the other, who eyed him with 
looks of ineffable contempt, and, at 
laft, out of all patience. 

How can you, madam, faid he^ 
Tiften to fuch impertinence ? Does the 
^fcourfe of that fuperlative fop, merit 
thofe enchanting fmiles you honour 
him with ? Oh, rather deign to beftow 
them on him whofe heart would exult 

in the leaft teftimony of your favour.^ 
If you look upon fuch as thefe to 

be teftimonies of favour, laid I, you 
Vol. h C are 
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$rc extremely welcome to them ; go 
on^ fir, and you ftand a great chance 
pf excitmg them. 

Oh, I knew it but too well, iai4 he^ 
fighing; I have been accuftomed to 
your fcorn, yet how have I deferve4 
it ? Can a paflion, like mine, 

Oh, hufli, for heaven's fake, cried I^ 
mufjt I, on all fides, be peftered with 
flames and darts? I will, pofitively^ 
change my fituation — this place is 
jdangerous — My heart can certainly 
never hold out againft fo warm a fiege, 

*Tis well, madam, faid he ; I fee 
who you would wifli to quit the field. 
Happy Sir Harry! he is liftened to 
with pleafure — I only am irldbme to 

you. True, our manner is as oppofite 
as are our paflions — ^Where the heart is 
deeply aff^sfted, the tongue is lefi elor. 

qucnt> 
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qucnt ^ and, indeed, mine is ever deficient 
in that flow d compliment and flattery 
which fo diftinguiflies my envied rival. 

O lord, fir, faid I, you have made 
mc lofe a moft excellent fpccch of 
Sir Harrfs. How could you do fo, 
when you know he is fo feldom guilty 
of faying a good thing ? What would 
I give, that the ears were -formed like 
the eyes, to clofe and open at pkafure ! 
I would then give you a hearing by 
turns*, but both at a time — Uncon- 
foionable ! Come, Sir Harry ^ encore^ 
repeat that laft well-turned compli- 
ment. How was It? Angels might 
envy — ^Pray let us have it again. * 

Dear, witty creature, (aid he, how 
I adore you ! Let me die if any lady 
I ever met with before, had fo perfeftly 
the gift of rallying agreeable. 

C z And 
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And let mc dic» faid Mr. Swunm^ 
to ufe your own courtly cxpreffion^ if 
ever kdy had ib pniper.an objciStfor 
ridicule. 

No, faith, cried the other, it raiiflt 
33e owned tha^: thy formal gravity has 
fomething truly comic in it. 

How, fir ! faid Mn Beaumont, fierc- 
ly, for the man has no turn for joak- 
ing; take care what you fay, know 
your man before you venture to utter 
yojir infipid jefts. 

Take his advice, Sir Harry, faid I, 
laughing-, as he cannot combat- with 
you at your own weapons, he will na- 
.turally have recourfe to thofe he is naorc 
expert at, and you will find his the mpft 
dangerous of the two ; 

For deadly wif chief does environ 

The man that meddles ^wi^b cold iron. 
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Why, faith, madam, faid he^ I have^ 
lo great reliih for that fert of co- 
counters. I think i am more than his 
match at the topgue ; with that I can 
^ve lum flaih for flafh, and da(h for 
dafli, as Bays has it, but for any thing 
elie, I am his humble fervant. 

I wi(h,.then^iaid Mr. Beaumont^ af* 
tser this compliment, io proper a pre- 
side to parting, you would favour me 
with your abfence for a while. 

No, there you mufl cxcufe- me 
again, £ud Sir Harrys I would not 
quite m)C delightful poft, though an 
armed holt were endeavouring to diA 
lodge me.^— He had fcarce %)ke, whea 
Mr. Rawfsy came ta make up the tri- 
umvirate of oddities. 

I have, madam* feid he, been en* 
g^ed in ^ diipute of which you was. 

^ 3 the 
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: the futgcd. Firft, I was endeavour- 
ing to prove, that you had the outward 
appearance of a coquet ; fecondly, that 
it was l^uf in appearance j and thirdly-— 

And laftly, I hope, cried I, inter- 
, Tupting him, for I am already tired of 
your divifions-, fo, pray, fir, proceed 
no fanher, finCe, I am fure, I fhalL 
not like your fermon, though you have 
done me the .honour to chufe me as 
your text. 

Nay, but pray only hear me to an 
end, niadam, faid he. — 

Oh, no, anfiver^ I, I know your 
method too well, there's no end to it. 

This is very furprifing, faid he, that 
when I could fo clearly demonftratc 
the point I argued for, you will not 

• permit one to fpeakr ^ 

.•^ '■' Haarc 
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Have you not ipoke dready, iaid I, 
dnd as much to the purpofe, in my 
Opinion, as you ever did in your life ? 

Nay, madam, now I am fure you 
are rallying mc, for what have I laid ? 

What do you ever fay ? anfwered I. 
i may juftly apply Romeo's Ipecch to 

Ton fpeak^ and yef fay nothing. 
Why, to be fure, madam, that is, 
as you fay, very pofTible ; for it is eafy 

to demonftrate that words are only 
founds— thus, for example — 

Oh, no more examples, for heaven's 
fekc, cried I ; I have enough before 
me. 

Well, you are in a moft unaccount- 
able humour, to-day, faid he ; if you 
were not a lady, a fair lady too» 
and a favoured lady, I can tell you, 

C 4 I fhould 
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I Ihould be a little out of patience^, 
at lb many unfealbpable interruption^:; 
to my difcourfe -^ but I could name-: 
you a number of prerogatives that are 
peculiar to your fe:^: j as firft^r^ 

Again at your divifxons ? cried L. 
As one of thefe faid prerogatives, 1^ 
take the hberty of impofing filence on- 
your learned definitions. 

Quite in ^ pet at this fpeech, he 
left me to join the reft of the company, 
who, he knew, would be niore atten^. 

» 

tivc to his fentimients and opinions. 

And now, my dear Charlomy I take r 
my leave of you^ with afluring you^, 
that I am, with great fmcjerrity, 

Your*«, 

LET^ 




mjoty e^Jt^ Gfaavitle. 35 



» r J 



LETTER IV* 



* i 



5?^ Eliza GHAWritLE, to Mifi 

* ♦ * • 

Charlotte Lenox^ 



I AM extrefncly uneafy at a fu^icioit 
I ani beginning to entertain in re- 
gard to Sir John Stratttm •, heaven grant 
it may be without foundation f But 
his behaviour to me is really very 
alarming. — ^Yet, lurely he dare not— 
but what is not a man of his princi- 
ples capable of? In fliort, my dear 
Cbarlottty I have all the reafon in the 
world to believe my guardian Jias con-^ 
ceived a paflion for me.— If he has, 
how little is he worthy of that name ? 

C 5 But 
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But his eyci, and a thoufand inadver- 
tencies, give but too great a colour for 
this Ihocklng befief. — What fliall I 
do? — If my fufpicions are confirmed^ 
I -will immediately quit his houfe. — 
For fear of the worft, I have already 
endeavoured to prepare Lady Stratton^ 
in cafe I (hould find fuch a procedure 
nedeflary. As a pretence for leaving 
her, I ha,ve expreffed a defire for ^end- 
ing a few months in the country ; and 
as Sir John is engaged in the profecu- 
tion of a law-fuit, they will be obliged 
to flay in towa this fumnier, which 
will leave me at liberty to go without 
them. My friend exprefles fo much 
forrow at the thoughts of parting with 
me, that I hardly know how to aft ; 
though, fhould he have the prefump- 
tion (which yet I hope, he never will) 
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to make a more open avdwal of his 
guilty love, I fhall not deliberate ^ 
moment^: — -The very thoughts of it 
make ine fliudder. 

Perhaps I am cauieleQy alarmed. 
I would hope the beft. But why 
are his eyes, fo conftantly fixed on 
m? ? Why does he figh, why prefi 
itiyhahd, whenever he has a pretence 
tfe take hold of it ? which, by his ma- 
nagement, is but too often the cafe. I 
muft be more referved. Yet little did 
1 tliink the innocent liberties I have ' 
indulged him in, from the gaiety and 
natural franknefe of my dilpofition, 
would be fo fatally abufed as I fear 
they are, but I will be .more circum- 
fpeft for the future; though, upon, 
the moft ftria fcrutiny of my beha- - 
viour to him, I cannot accufe myfelf 

C 6 ' of 



i 



of the leaft indifgpedon or tmbecoming^ 
freedom*, t am deeply humbled at 
the bare iu^icion of his daring to 
think — biit it cannot be — ^No, it is 

ihipoflible, and i; torment myfelf with- 

• 

out a caufe, — ^I will examine his be- 
haviour with- more attention.— -He is ^ 
general admirer of all who have th^.- 
feaft pretentions to beauty^ Ferh^p^ 
what my virtue is alarmed at is onljr. 
ibme of that unmeaning gallantry 
witk which he treats almoft my whole: 
l^x.' — I will endeavour to conquer my- 
f^ars. He cannot be fo abandoned- 
he will not abufe the truft my parents? 
repofed in him. Is he not my guar- 
dian? Honour, confcience, humanity, 
every motive of generofity calls upon= 
^im to proteft me. Will he, then,- 

break 
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Break through all thefe forceable ties,, 
and, loft to goodnds, turn my firducer ? 
ImpoiTible, as I before laid, it cannot, 
be. 

Write to me, my* dear Charlotte^ andl 
give me your opinion and advice. My. 
mind is greatly dilquieted, your letters 
-will reftore my tranquillity, Adieij^ 
my amiable friend; I am not con;)p(>fed 
enough to lengthen my letter : one yery 
difagreeable fubjeft alone cngrofles my 

thoughts^ — Perhaps, when I write again,. 
1 fhall be more^at eafe. Once more, 
adieu* Believe me ever 

Your's,/ 

EMZA GRANVILtfl 



LET- 

^ -4 
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LETTER V. 

ilfi^ Eliza Granvllle, toMifs 
.CHAJiLOTTk Lenox. 




1 » 



.H, it is but too true I — I ,.am all 
v-^ • horror and amazctnent ! - How 

y» - 1 ■ > ! ' ' • ' • : ■ ' . ! - ' ■ ' » • 

dbrft he prefume — but rqad the fhock- 
ing letter, and wonder with me. 

To il4?/}. Gr ANV.I t.I^E. . ... . 

* I tremble while I write, which I 

* do on my knees. Oh, my adorable, 

* lovely ward, you have undone me. — 

* What fhall I fay ? Can I help, can I 
^ govern the feelings of a heart that 

^rnuft 
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^ muft be adamant to remain in£:n« 
*fible to your charms? To charms 
> from which I daily drink delicious 

* poifon ?— Oh! laft night, what, tran- 

* iport did I not experience ! By hcia- 

* ven, you was all enchantment ! Why 

* did you iixiilc h iwectly ? Why ihoot 

* thrilling pleafure from your infinuat- 

* ing voice ? Why permit thofe inno- 

* cent, but deducing freedoms, that 

* have inflamed my long-begun pafllon 

* into madneis ? — Oh, EUza^ my adore- 

* able Eliza^ pity the diftraftjion you 
^ have caufed. I know I ought not ; 

* that 'tis prefumption to declare my 
^paffion; but punifli my temerity, 

* command my death, and I will obey 

* you— yes,, my lovely torment, I can 

* die, but while I live, I cannot, will. 
\ not ceafe to love you. 

t Hew 
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^ Hear me, my charmer, fince 1 
•^hive dared to break the painful fi- 
^'lence. Oh, fufier me to plead for 
*"your pardon, the fbrceable di6tates 

* of nature wiH be obeyed. What^ 
^ though I am bound, fetteited by hu- 
•"mantles, can thefe ftifle the genuine 

* jEbelings of the free-born heart ? Of a- 
** heart formed with fuch a powerful 
•prdpehRty to lore, and foftnefs, rafhly 

* paired to one, whofe fentiments and 
^ dilpofition are io ill fuited to it ? 

* Murnixiring at the unnatural uniojj,, 
^ it ha^ at laft found its kindred mind, 
^ and pants to mix with thine. Oh,. 
•"my Eliza! heaven,' furely, meant us 

* for each other; do not, then, oppofe 
• * its decrees, ftifle- not the voice of na- 

*ture, that would, if you do not, with:. 
J tyrannic, favage virtue, check it, ac- 

' knowledge — 
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* knowledge — ^What am I laying ?-^ 
^ EUzOj my dear EHza^ thou ibvereign< 
^ of mj afiedbions,, what langui^. ihall: 
*^ I \ifc to render you. propitious ? Oh ! 
**! dare not hope.. My curfed marri-- 
•» age— but what has that to do with. 

• lore. ?. 

lovtt free as air* at fight of haman t\e$i, 
Sfr^ajs it^lightwings^.and in ajnoment fli^*. 

^ And muft I, then, bccaufe unhappily?- 
^ fettered, ^ve up that only joy of lifc^. 
^ that delicious cordial that alone can* • 
^ make our exiftence fupportable ? Say^ 

* muft I pine away unpitied, unrc- 
*• garded, while this fierce paffion preys 

• upon my vitals ? 

* Cruel EUza! Can thy gende bo- 

^ibm he ftecled againftmy mifcryf 

••Willi 
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! Will your obdurate virtue be fatisfied 

* with a no lefs inhuman facrifice thail 
*^ my life? Be it fo— die, then, unfor- 

* tunate StraUon ! fince the arbitrels of 

* your fate commands it. 

*' But, ah ! Eliza^ could I prevail or! 
^ you to diveft yourfelf of the. preju- 

* dice of cuftom •, would you but liften 

* to my tender arguments ! Surely, ali! 

* furely, you would be convinced, that 

* there can be no crime in love, even 
*^ though cloathed with circumftances 

* which the mifguided world would call 
^ criminal. The cenforious world, by 

* the fecret ftratagems of a powerful 
^ arid ingenuous paflion, might remain 

* for ever ignorant of our delicious 

* union — a union of two conftant, teri- 

* der hearts, much more endearing than 

* all the formal, cold ties, that prieft- 

* craft 
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* craft has invented. — ^Ycs, my EUza^ 

* we would live only for each other, 
^*and^ fhould tafte pleafures, which 

* would amply compeniatc for the k>(s 

* of a ftoical, infenfible virtue, whofc 

* reward is poor, when compared to 

* the joys you would reje<5t for its fake. 

* On my knees I implore your par- 
^ don, for the ungovernable didlatcs of 

* my heart. Eliza^ adorable Eliza^ 

•- pity the unfortunate 

* Stratto^.* 

. ABfs Granville in Contittuation. 

Am I awake, Charlotte? Have f 
teally received this horrid letter ?— 
I am ready to faint — ^What fhall I do ? 
Muft I anfwer it ? — Ah ! what can I 
lay to him.? How find language to 

exprels 
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«Kpre& my refentment? How I arit'^ 
agitated! But I mufl: condefcend to* 
write, left, he fhould mifintcrpret mjR' 
filence. 

TV Sir John Strattxw. 

'Oh, that- my pen^ unequal to the-' 
*'ta(k, could exprefe the horror and- 
*'refcntnfient that glows in my breaft at. 
•" the daring proof yoq have given mc 
••' of your prefumption ! Ahl is it. 

* poflible ? Am I fallen lb low, as to 
^' be treated in ib licenuous a manner ? 

* What part of my condudt could au- 
•' thorize your criminal, your audacious 
••hopes? — ^Ah! I will punifh my heart 
^ for its kvity^ — I abhor myfelf for hav- 
•"ing, though innocently, given birth 
•*to^our mfulting paffion — but learn. 
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** fir, for the future, not to judge 
^ rafhly from appearances. If I have 

* been faulty there, you have fevcrely 

* taught me to repent,— —Blufli, if 

* you have any fenfe of honour left, at 
"* the ungenerous ufe yovi make . of the 
'*' iU-judged confidence that was placed. 
^ in you, and now relinquifli a truft 

' that you have proved yourfelf (o un- 
'^ worthy of. Henceforth I will be the 

* guardian of my fgrtune, as well as of 

* my honour — Never let me fee you 

* more-^I Ihall leave your inhofpitable 

* manfion immediately — Refign, then, 

* all authority over me, and dare not 
'* to oppofc my fixed refolution, left I 

* expofe you, in your true charafter, 
^ to the world, who will compel you 
f,to do juftice to 

*' Eliza Granville.' 

I -have 
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J have fent my letter, and now muft 
invent fomc pretence taLady StrattoHj 
for my immediate departure. I pro- 
pofe going down to my coufm's in 
Nor^bampton/hire.'-^'WhvLt a provoking 
affair! I have a thoufand things to 
fettle, and mufl diipatch them as fbon 
as poffible. — Adieu, CharloU^-^'Pity 

your 
jEliza Granville. 






~1.ET- 
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LETTER VL 

Mj/s Eliza Granville, to Mj/s 
.Charlotte Lenqi^. 



I HAVE, this moment, received vx 
anfwer to my letter. Neceffity com- 
pelled me to read it •, yet, you may 
Jbeliev^ it was a painful tafk. I enclofe 
it to you- 1 have time for no more. 

E. G. 

To M/s Grakvxlle. 

« Yes, cruel, but adorable EUza^ I 

• rcfign all authority over you. IIJ 

* would it become your unhappy flave 
f ^to affume fuch a prerogative. Go, 

* then. 



4.8 ELIZ^: Or, th 

^ then, fair upbraider, go — ^and leaVS 

* a wretch whom death will foon relieve 

> 

* from the mifcry y ou<:axife him. But, 
** ah ! how little do you know the 

* heart you fo haughtily delpife, when 

* you tlw^aten me with the - ccnfure of 

'the world! A world that I contemn ! 

•* Were the lofs of its favour the only 

•* bar to my hopes, with how little paiA 

*^ could I itfign iti 

' Be,, then,, the guardian of your fqr-» 
'« tune— take mine too^what is wealth 

* to me ? What is the whole earth, 

* now I Ihall lofe the only objedt that 

* is worthy my a^ttachment ? Oh, vir^ 
' tuous, cruel maid ! think not I am io 

* loft to honour, as to ufe ^ any other 
' method to gain your pity, but the 

|Jbft pleadings of an cnamoured.hearti 

!Why 
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* Why then, armed as you are with far 

* vage, unfeeling virtue, need you fly 

* jne ? >To, rather ftay and triumph in 

* your vidbory. Yet, alas ! what yi- 

* (Story ? My ill-iated leve can have no 
^ tempution ; for is not your fcom and 

* Jiatred a fufficient iecurity ? Yet, do 

* not, dear Eliza^ do not leave me ; 
*.ilay, but to fee my death. Yes •, I 

* will make that atonement for my 

* involuntary crime, which, I confefe, 

* I cannot repent of. A few months 

* will deliver you from a , wretch who 
*.has fo unhappily incurred your diP, 

* plea(urc. Since it is deemed (o un- 
' pardonable a crime to love you, why 

* did heaven adorn you with fuch de- 
Vftru6tive charms? Am I to blame, 
*.becaufe my heart is fenfible of d^ 
> pertedtion of its workmanfhip ?— — 

Vol. L D t Oh-^ 
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« Oh^But this dfirfed ttert^age f^' tiidre^g 
;* tlie cniel bar to aU'tty ii&^es— ¥iad 
f I but kiio^irh ;^6u fc'filicf !— -yet, ^hat 

* then ? — Could I, deficient ^ I "aim in 
5 'every charm to move, *'t6 coffitrrtini- 
\* cate the'tehder 'paffion Tfo ferveiitly 

* Teel, ' have ^ gairied fo glorious ' a iibn- 

* queft ? — A conqueft, that others of 

* far'ftiore mcfrit hkve in Vain alpired 
«to? Ohy Eltza! is all tha,t foftnefs, 

* are thofe perifuafive, melting eyesr be- 

* ftowed on ah unfeefing heart ? Is diat 

* bewitching form the deceitful flirine 

* of an unfufceptible nature? A na- 

* ture, incapable of love ? tliat moft 

* endearing, that delightful paflion ?-^ 

* Ah ! let me teach you the pleafing 

* leflbn — Oh, pardon me, I know not 
' what I write. X)ear, cruel, lovely 

^ Mliza^ forgive the tinfo'rtiihate 

* Stratton:.' 
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LETTER VII. 

CitAKLOTTE Lenox* 



I HAVE Ipoke to Lady ^traffon^ my 
d(t9ix Chartottey and have told lier 
my refblution of leaving her. What 
fender arguments did fhe not ule to 
difludde me fipom it ! 

Oh, my friend ! faid fhe, you are ifty, 
tHily comfort. I could bear the <x)oI- 
jaels of Sir John^ while your gentle 
' heart fympathized with me, while your 
tndearing company made - rae fome 
aniends for the lols of his ; ';liut, if 
fou f<Mfake hie^ Ikw ihail- 1 ^uf>p*rt 

D 2 my 
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my Wretched lot? Do not, my dear, 
my beloved Elizaj abandon your friend. 
You may believe it was a painful 
ftruggle for me to refufe her, but you 
know, my dear Charlotte^ *tis abfolutely . 
neceflary for me to quit a place where 
I am expofed to the artifice of a man, 
who, though now juftly my averfion, 
has yet but too many accomplifhments 
for me to venture the temptation. As 
<yet 1 feel a horror for his guilty paf- 
fion, but it would be a prefumption, 
for which I fhould expedt to be pu- 
^niftied, were I not to fly from the 
. ganger; fince human nature, xhough 
aflifted by thofe bcft, thofe only fure 
guardians, religion and virtue, is yet, 
alas ! but too much prone to evil. 

My friend has jufl: left me. What 
ihall I do ? She has been fheydng me 

«a letter 
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a fetter from her mother, the Lady 
Ejfexy who informs her, flic will, with 
her filler, be with her this week. 
Lady Stratton conjures me with tears,' 
to ftay till their vifit is over •, declar- 
ing flie fliall have no Ipirits without 
my prefence to entertain her guefts. If 
I will but oblige her with my com- 
pany, for one fortnight longer, flic 
will, in that time, endeavour to recon- 
cile herfelf to our reparation. Fut 
iuch a fudden reiblution, when ffic is 
Tittle prepared fQr the fliock of lofing 
me, will abfolutely, with Sir John's 
negligent behaviour to her, break her 
heart. For, my dear Eliza ^ faid flic, 
when you are gone, he will obferve no 
meafures with me. Your prefence is 
a kind of check \ he is always moft 
complaifant to me in your company j 

D 3 yet 
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yet painful to me at bed is his con^. 

What could I fay ? How refufe a 
requeft fo movingly urged ? I pro- 
mised to confider of it, ajid, if ppflible, . 
would oblige her. But, ah! how caa 
I endure to.fqc my UDgeujerous guarr- 
dian? How condeicend, iapublick, ta^ 
hide my juft refeAtment? lam dit 
ireiTed and irrefolute, aod mull leave. 
yoVt my dear CharlotU, with a min(^ 

IT 

yndet^mioed* 

Adieu^ 

Eliza QitANyiLLi*. 




LET^ 
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LETTER VIIL 

J4if% Eliza Granville, to Mjfr 
Charlotte Lenox. 



OUR guefts arc come fooncr thart 
we expected ; and now l^zdyStrat- 
ton will not hear of my going till they 
fcavc us, I muft fubmit, I ihall take 
care not to fee Sir John in private, and 
in publick he dares not infult me with 
his guilty paffion ; lb I the lefs regret 
ftaying in a place, which yet I fhall be 
far more happy to quit, and look for- 
ward with impatience for that time. 

I have wrote to. my coufin, to in-^ 
form her of my ijitepded vifit, though 

D 4 lanv 
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I am far from relifhing the thoughts of 
living with one, whofe dilpofition is fo 
ill fuited to mine — But, where elfc can 
I go? For a young woman, like me, 
who am known to be of a gay difpofi- 
Vion, to live without the proteftion of a 
guardian or relation, would be deemed; 
imprudent; for Cufiomy as the poet 
fays, is fevere to all^ but moft to woman- 
kind % elfe fhould I, with a natural 
propenfity to pleafure, be loth to bury 
myfelf in the country, for which place 
I never had any great paflion. I wifft 
it were poffible for me to live with 
Lady EJfeXy who is a moft amiable 
woman, and for whofe agreeable daugh- 
ter I already feel a partiality, which a 
longer acquaintance would ripen irito 

« 

fnend(hi|). She is two years younger 

tlua 
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than Lady Strattmy not' quite fo hand* 
fome, but oi a more lively turn, and, 
conlequcntly, more of my own dilpo-" 
fition ; yet I can never like her better 
than I do her lifter. Why, alas I is 
not tjiat charming woman more fbrtu- 
aate ? How little is Sir John worthy of 
a treafure on which he fcts fo trifling x 
value? Had heaven thought lit to 
Uels them with children,, it might, 
perhaps, have been, a means of reclaim- 
ing hirar. It is what Lady Stratton ar* 
dently wilhes, and what Sir John mur- 
murs for the want of, as his large eftate 
muft devolve to a very diftant relation, 
if he dies without an heir. 

I this morning gave a formal dit 
miflion to Mr. Beaumont. I am cured 
of my turn for coquetry, and now dc-» 

D 5 terminc 
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tennioe to encourage no more dan^. 
iei^ ; for h^ve I not reaiba tp believe 
Sir John would not have prefumed ta 
tteat me as he has done, had there not. 
beenfome levity in my carriage that: 
emboldened him ? I really believe few 
women would meet with temptations 
of that kind, if their uncircumlpeft be- ' 
haviour did not give hopes, which yet 
they may be far from wiftiing to en- 
courage - But ^tis an excellent advice- 
the Apoftle gives, ta avoid even the 
•appearance of evil, juid a true aflertion,, 
that a. coquet often lofts her reputation^, 
while fhe preferves her virtue, and a. 
prude her -virtue, while fhe pre&rvcs; 
her reputation. 

I am got into a ftrange vein of mo-- 
ralizihg to-day. My dear Charlotte^ 
i^ be apt to x\ipk I am turning- 

prude 



prude myielf) which would be as ftrange^ 
atQiet^morphofis as any in Ovid. Byt. 
though iioc quite a prude, you will, 
find a great alteradon in me. 
* Poor Mr. Beaumont I I really pity 
him. How could I- take pleafure iir 
tormenting the Ibber youth ! Upon my 
word he iaid a great many moving 
things to me this morning. I could 
almoft have found in my heart to re- 
tain him in my ferviccj he fo clo- 
qlicntly pleaded for that favour. Yet, 
as I feel I cannot love him, I thought 
It the leaft recompence I could make 
for the grouridlels hopes I had fo long 
fufl'ercd hini ta ehtertain^ to give him . 
an explicit anfwer, and fo do all in my 
power to reftore him to frfeedom. For 
the reft of my admirers I Ihall give 

D 6 myfelf 
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myfctf but litde pain; I believe there 
is no great danger of their hangings 
or drowning themielves, for my fake*. 
I do not think any of them had a real, 
paflion for me but Mr. Beautnonf^ 
and for that reafon he alone has any * 
Ihare in my efleem. hi juftice I mull:., 
acknowledge he is an amiable man^.. 
but I feel not one fpark of love for . 
him. That palTion is yet a ftranger 
to my breaft. Long may it remain 
fo ! Let my undivided heart be all. 
dedicated to friendfhip. Keep your, 
poft,. my dear Charktte, Jet not tho. 
other fex intrude on your juft preror^ 
gativc;- At prefent I am whoUjr, 

Yours,. 

Eliza Granviljue.. 

LET* 
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LETTER IX, 

Mifs Eliza Granville, to Mifr 
Charlotte Lenojt* 

I HAD a narrow efcapc laft night. Sir 
John watches every opportunity 
of fpeaking with me in private, and,, 
by the afliflance of my maid, had al- 
mod fucceeded *, but as^ I am always 
on my guard, I had the good fortune 
to fruftrate their iniquitous fcheme. 

It is my general cuftom to ipeo^ 
fome time in reading before I go to 
bed, Laft night my fervant law me, 
33 ufual, take up a book before I 

diiiniflcd hec, but, contrary tp her ex* 

pe£tatiops^ 
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pedlations, I went, as ibon as fhe ^asi 
gone, to my clofet, and locked the- 
door, a precaudoh I had never ufed,, 
but commonly fan in my dreffing- 
room, 'till Sir John taught me cir- 
cumlpe(9ion, As the clpfet, is only 
divided from the other by a flight par- 
tition, I was, foon after I fat down^ 
to my ftudy, alarmed by a noife I 
heard in the adjacent apartment.. 
I arofe, ^nd, looking through the key- 
hole, I perceived Sir John and my 
fdithlefe maid were whilpering to each 
other, and the latter pointing to where 
1 was* I trembled with apprehenfion; 
The door being locked was a fccurity,. 
but to make it more fo I immediately 
added to it by a ftrong bolt, and let- 
ting an armed chair with the back 
agabft it, flung myfclf into it almoit 

brcathlcls 
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t^reathleis with vm9U 3ii4 ^ that 
iitiiation fpei^: a v«rjr d^^eeabk^ 
night. The £rft dqi^g I did thU tnorn«- 
ing, was to difmiis my treacherous 
fervant, who was ready to fink with, 
confufion, when I upbrsuded her vdth 
.her crime, and in vain knelt and 
wept for a pardon I refufed to grant 
her. 

This adventure ha3 doubled my 
iippapence to quit this place. Thouglj 
c^tious as I am» I have the lef^ to 
f(?ar, yet the tedious fortnight I am 
compelled to flay, will appear an age» 
though but for my tormentor it 
would be Ipent agreeabl/, in cooi- 
pany with people of whom I every 
day grow fonder, particularly Mifs 
EffiXy who fpares no pains to ^in my. 

friendfliip. 

J am 
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I am continually ftudying how t<y 
make a propofal to Lady EJfey: of my 
living with her. Would* fhe blit con- 
fent to be my guardian, I fhould be 
happy. How much better would (he 
fulfil that truft than my prefent ill 
diofcn one ! — I think I will venture 
to hint my wifties to my new friend; 

Artful feducer ! I had this moment 
a letter delivered to me. The poft^ 
mark being on it, and the direction* 
in a hand T was uimcquainted withj 
made me open it without fcruple; 
but the contents too loon informed me 
from whom it came. If I had nor 
broke the feal, I would have returned^ 
it to him, but now it is in vain, fince- 
he will, from that clrcumftance, bc< 
lieve I h^ve read it, though, I aflUre 
you, I have hardly looked at the firft 

line*. 
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line. You may, if you pleafe, read 
it all. I enclofe it. — Adieu; 

Yours, &c. 

Eliza Granville. 

To JiSfs Granville. 

* Laft night, hurried on by my ill- 

* fated paflion, I attempted to intrude 

* on your retirement, but heaven 

* knows with no other intent thMi to 

* breathe out a few mournful com- 
•^ plaints at your feet, before you 

* leave me, perhaps, for ever. To 

* love you is my only crime, but this 

* very love ought to banifli your ap- 

* prehenfions 5 for could I, with a 

* heart that adores you, that idolizes 

* the very virtue that deftroys its 

* hopes ^ could I, I lay, with fuch 

fentimcnta 
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*fentiinents as fill my breaft, injur€f 

* her I love more than my ow» 
^ foul? — Oh, Eliza^ how little do you 

* know me ! I would fooner 'die thanr 

* offend that purity^ by the leaft un- 

* warrantable freedom. No, my lovely 

* tyrant, though I doat . on you toi 

*'Hi^eis^ yet; would the poffeflion' 
*o:( your enchanting per^n, withput 
^ yQVMIi heait, 1i>ut add to my mileiy*- 

* Could I cpnjmunicate , to it a fl^ipe 
*4ik€ thU I bura with— . trarifppctipg 
*thougl>^r-r-Let me indulge it! -—Oh,. 

* fortupe^ give me but my Eliza and. 

* take back all thy other gifts ! Spftcn 

* but het obdurate heart, teach me the 

* perfwafiye ari; tQ^^ warm hpr- frozen 

* breaft, let me,. but for one hour call 

* her mine, and I will give my life 
*^ia ex(jhange for^ ^e ineftimable 

^^ bleffing^Ji 
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* bl^fling ! yes, I, would die fittisficd,, 
•could I but. hear her whifper my^ 

* departing foul — ^that. flie loved— 

* "virould but her extended arms receive 
^ my breathlefs body, and (he weep 
f over the iacrifice I had made her. 

^ EHzay my d^r Eliza, what {hall 

* I fay to you ? Will nodiing induce 
* y<>u to pity me? Could my pen 
*idefcribe what I feel, you lurely would 

* beftjow one compaflBonate figh on 
•*my wretchednefe — alasl I flatter 
^-myfrff with delufive hopes! The 

* infenfible Eliza glories in her £ivage 

* virtue, and detefts the involuntary 

* guilty Stratton ! But beware, . too 
' lovely maid, left, as a puniftiment 

* for your cruelty, you Ihould be 

* taught to feel a hopelefi paJfion, 
;^and learn by fatal qcperience what. 
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« it is to love and delp^r like me,. 

* Then you will be fenfible, that 
^ honour, duty, and religion, are all 

* too weak when oppoied to the force 

* of love. 

* But will you leave me Eliza? OW 
« ftay, and I Iwear by heaven, as a 

* recompence for the bare pleafurc' 

* of feeing you, I will never more 

* give utterance to my ill-fated paffion, 

* will ftifle every emotion till the pain-- 

^ ful concealment deEvers you from* 

^ any more peifccution ftom the un- 

•• fortunate 

* Stratton.* 




EBT^ 
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LETTER X. 

Mj/s ExizA Granville, to Mifs 
Charlotte Lenox. 

I HAVE hopes my wifties will be 
efieAual. Lady E^x dropped fome 
ihints that I took c^re to improve 
in favour of my plan, and I am now 
^determined to fpeak to Miis~ EJfex 
the firft favourable opportunity. Thank 
Jieaven we have but a few days longer 
to ftay : It*s well it is. lb, for Sirjvbn 
r J^egins to z£t with lels circumfpe6tion 
than he ufed to do. I tremble, left 
,my friend (hov^ld entertain any fulpi- 
cioix of his paffion. — Oh ! how mile- 
X?ib\c would fuch ^ difcovery make 

her ! 
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her! And might not I, too, bethought 
guilty?— a treacherous friend j 
I Ihudder at the thought ! 

Mr. Beaumont dines with us to^daf. 
He is quite melancholy. His eyes and 
frequent fighs gave Mifs EJfex (who 
took great notice of him) an oppor^ 
tunity of rallying me on having nlade 
fo agreeable a conqueft. 

If you think him fo, whifpered \y 
I will willingly refign him to you. 

1 wilh you could, anfwered ihe, 
fmiling. 

The converlation, in the evening, 
turned upon books, when one of the 
company alked Lady EJfex if ihe had 
read the new Eloifa ? 

I don't know, faid flie,, fmiling; yet 
I believe, at my years, I may own I 
have, though young ladies are a litde 

backward 
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ibackwaid in acknowledge it, becaule, 
feeing uncoftiintfnly fond of 'Mr. RoU- 
Jfeatfs writings, thcjr even read the 
•preface after perufing the book, un- 
•willing to lofe the Icaft ^art of it, and 
there they, too late, find a caution 
-againfl: it ; but, for my fhare, though 
1 do not approve of novels, I think 
this abounds with excellent fentiihents, 
though mixed with too many pernici- 
ous ones. It might, in my opinion^ 
^ rendered a very ufcful performance, 
were three or four letters excluded ; I 
would then, without fcruple, make it 
part of a daughter's library. 

• And would you, faid Siir Jobn^ Ipoil 

•that elegant performance by deftroying 

'its fymmetry? Thofe letters you would 

exclude are, to me, the thoft maftcrly 

parts of it j for what are they but the 



genuine 
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g^nviine language o£ nature, the tender 
overflowings of a heart .aduated by a 
paflion, that was implanted in us to fbften 
and harmonize our nature, and to make 
.us capable of the generous feelings of 
humanity ? I am perfuaded that, widv- 
out love, we (hould Jhave been a world 
of favages^ hut where that noble paf- 
fion warms the hreaft, I firmly believe* 
every virtue will be its ^aflbciate. 

You are an orator on the iubjcijt, 
faid Lady EJfex. I hope you are no 
ilranger to what you fo fe^lmgly -com- 
mend,, and I wilh it may produce thofc 
happy efFefls you afcribe to ;it. 
• We -were talking of Ekif^^ faid he -, 
and is not fhe a proof of my aflertion,^ 
for who ever loved like her ? And w^ 
ftie nqt the beft of wives, mothers, and 

friends,? 

Why, 
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Why, I don't know, aniwcrcd my 
lady* Let us examine her a litde.— 
In the firft place, Ihe married a man 
{he did not like, nor can I find flie 
fever did, even after their union, ex- 
cept you will allow it pofflble to love 
two objeds at once ; for 'tis certain her 
firft paflion was never extinguilhed. I 
allow, in other relpefb, Ihe difcharged 
ber duty to Mr. fVolmar^ but would 
you, fir^ reckon yours the beft of wives 
were fh^ to fuffer another to poflels 
her heart, or any part of it ? I grant 
her the charadter of a good mother, 
but, as to friendlhip, Ihe had not the 
moft delicate idea of that paflion, 
fince, inftead of preferring her Clara^s 
intereft to her own, fhe drew that 
young lady into a great many im- 
prudent aftions, while, for her fake. 
Vol. I. E flic 
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flie became a commodious go-be- 
tween, and laying afide the ftri(^nci& 
of her virtue, aflifted in a Ihameiful 
intrigue, refining, almoft into a 
virtue, what ftiould have excited her 
Jiorror. 

Oh ! the outrageous virtue ! exclaina- 
c J Sir Jobn^ with a fmile j if I leave 
their caufe to your management, they 
muft, I find, exped no quarters: 
but permit me, more impartially, to 
- ftate the cafe. — In the firft place 
Eloifa loved, that furely vas no 
crime — but then flie yielded up her 

honour — but from what motive ? As 

« 

a glorious, generous facrifice to fave 
the life of the man who adored 
her. — Charming girl ! that, to me, ap- 
pears, without fophiftry, a noble and 
uncommon ftretch of virtue. 

Of 
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'Of virtue ! cryed Lady EJfexj laugh- 
ing; upon niy word you have very- 
diverting, finguiar ideas of that per- 
fc&ion. It will require more logick, 
1 fear, than you are matter of, to 
prove that to lofc one*s virtue, is but 
to retain it in a more eminent dc- 

Yet, difficult as it appears to you» 

replied Sir John, I think I need not 

in this inftance defpair of die talk — but 

we Will firft, if you pleafe, define the 

^nature of virtue. I know that amongft 

your fex it is generally thought to con- 

♦fift in' one point, viz. to continue vir- 

xgins, till a few magical Words, a kind 

of charm mumbled over by a fellow 

in a black gown and caflbck, fanftifies^ 

in your opinion, an adion that, though 

in faft the fame, is fuppofcd to aflume 

E 2 adif- 
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a different nature from his benedidion. 
Now tell me, good madam, did you 
become an objeft of contempt or hor- 
ror, afier you ccafed to be a virgin ? 
Was you not rather congratulated on 
the change ? Yet what difference was 
there between Eloifa and you, except 
neglefting this faid ceremony ? Now 
ceremonies have ever been deemed un- 
effential. You fee, in divine worlhip, 
how often they have been changed; 
nay, fome fefts have entirely abolifhed 
them ; and yet, we dare not be fo un- 
charitable as to fuppofe their praife is 
the lefs acceptable for the want of thefe 
outward trappings, which cannot alter 
the fpecifick nature of an aftion. 

Oh, no more of your fophiftry, cried 
Lady Ejfcx. 



n 



Nay, 
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Nay, but hear me out, faid hei 
permit me to aflc you another que- 
ttlon — Did you feci your nature more 
perverted after than before marriage? 

Poh, no, to be lure, faid fhe 5 but 
yfhdX then ? 

What then? anfwered he; then 
why (hould Eloifa^ after the facrificc 
fhe made to love ?^ — But how hard a 
matter is it to diveft one's felf of the 
prejudice of education ! In England we 
Ihudder at what is called adultery. 

Or at leaft ought, interrupted Lady 
EJfex. 

Well^ be it fo, laid Sir John ; yet in 
Perfia^ guided by the laws of nature, 
they, withput fcruple, indulge them- 
fclves in a plurality of wives. — Nay» 
even amongft the Jews^ the pious Da- 
v/V, for example, had hi$ feraglio^ nor 

E J da 
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do we find he was ever reproved bj^- 
Ijeaven for it 5 and if it was no crimC: 
then, it muft ftill be innocent, for mo-< 
\-ality is invariably the fame in all ages,, 
however cuftoms may differ. 

If thefe are your pious fentiments, 
faid Lady Sirnttcn, I advile you to turrv 
Mahometan as fopn as poflible. 

A. good advice, my dear, faid hej. 
I only waited for your confent. t( 
you h^ve no objeftions, 1 ani fure / e^ 
have nonie. But I fear, my lady, yotr 
i^tie-born Englijh wcjmen would but ill; 

reli (h the manners of the Perjians, iTouf 
e.lucatiofi, and the fdverdgrtty we. 
well-bred Britms have allowed you to 
ufurp, have made Aich an rnnovationi 
a little difficult. 

Our fovereigtity, faid I, fmiljng, is, 
not mUQ^ to be hoailed of, in my opi- 
nion ^ 
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nion; ftiort at beft is our reigns; 
youth and beauty are our only claims 
to it; and if we are fo weak as ta 
yield to the fetters of matrimony, then 
ferewell to freedom and dominion. 
Then is your turn to exercife autho- 
rity> and we fatally find that, in Ipite. 
of yo:r boafted good breeding, none 
are greater tyrants than you Britons. 

Well, then, my fair Eliza^ faid he, 
calling a tender look at me ; to make- 
marriages more happy, fuppofe we get 
g bill palTed to authorize divorces in 
the maaaep they wejre permitted for- 
xp^rly^ when it was but fetting pen to 
p.9.per, and delivering the tender billet- 
doux into each other's hand, and then, 
freedom was the word ? This would 
deliver u^ from the neceffity pf drag- 
in|; pn an infipid life with a perfon 

E 4 that 
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that is become indifferent to us ; then 
each might chufe a new mate, and ib 
change about till they found that kindred 
foul that was formed for them in heaven; 
for you knbw, I fuppofe, that we 
were all made in pairs, but fcattered 
promifcooufly over the face of the 
earth ? For this reafon all ought to be 
very cautious how they make their 
choice, left they Ihould blunder upon 
the wrcMig ol^ed ; and then, but for 
juch miftakesy every married pdr, 
which were ilius coupled above, would 
lead the life of angels hear below. 

It is well ^en, laid Lady EJfex^ that 
thofe £ad we)l*matched fouls io leldom 
meet, or they would, by your account, 
foi^ tlusUfe was a flate of probation, 
and aipire to no better. 

That 
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That is, indeed, replied he, a very 
pious obje&ion ; but yet, my lady^ 1 
fancy you would find but few c6n«» 
iciences fb icrupulous but that they 
would venture to try the experiment. 
This talldng of divorces puts me in 
mind of what I was this morning read- 
ing in the Perfian letters* 

It is incredible, fays that ingenious 
author, what bad effedbs the prohibit- 
ing divorces has had. It not only 
diverts matrimony of happinefi, but 
really renders it a ftate of mifery. 
In endeavouring to enfure an union, 
you take the moft likely method to 
deftroy it •, for, inftead of uniting the 
hearts, as is pretended, you feparate 
them for ever. In an aftion that' 

ought to be fo free, and wherein the 

£ 5 heart 



ficart has f6 greit a fltare, dliejr put; 
a kind of necdltitir as fatal as deftirff.. 
Not confidering the c^prict, the di& 
guft, the unfodahiKty of htrmotrrt, 

* 

they would fix the heart, that is to. 
lay, the mbft variable, inconftant thing 
in nature. They bind together, with- 
out mercy, without hopes of free- 
dom^ two people, generally ill paired, 

• 

It is afting like, thofe tyrants who. 
crwelly caufe the dead to be tied to 
the living; whereas, nothing con- 
tributes more to a mutual attachment^ , 
than a power of parting when they 
pleafe, A man and wife would patient- 
ly bear the troubles of matrimony, 
when they knew themfelves at liberty 
to feparate ; and, I dare fay, they might 
fee poflefled of this priviledge all their 
lives without, making ufc of it, from' 

ths^ 
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their power. 

And what, interrupted Lady EJfi)(^ 

would you infer from this learnc4 
diflertatioD? I hope, Sxcjcbn^ you have 
rather been attempting to (hew your 
W4t, by endeavouring to fupport the 
wrong fide of an argument, dxan 
Ipeaking your real lentinicnt* \ fcntir 
mcnts that I think libertine. What % 
you ladies ? 

Oh, I ftand corredted, cried he, 
no need of other cenfurer^, your diC- 
approbation is Efficient to make rpe 
recant j but, J don*i know how^ I was 
infenfibly led to flouriih away on the 
fubjeft of divorces. I have loft the 
thread of my argument in favour of 
£/t?i/i, by it J but, to make Ixer fome 
amends, ^ 4eclare there is not one 

£.6 aftion 
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aftion of her life but what I approve 
of, and {hould adore a wOman of her 
refined fentiments, a woman who, like 
her, could love with ardour, in Ipitc 
of every obllacle. He looked at me 
with expreflion in his eyes while he 
Ipoke.— I hope my countenance tefti- 
fied fome part of my refentment. 

And would you then, refumed Lady 
EffiXy chufe to have a daughter or 
lifter adt in that manner ? 

Yes, pofitively, anf\vered he, pro- 
vided they had all her good qualities 
to counterballance what you call her 
faux pas. My lady fhrugged up her 
Ihoulders. 

A very uncommon way of thinking 
yours, it muft be owned, faid ftie •, I 
would not wifli you to have the edu- 
cating of a child of mine, finte I (hould 

expedt 
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cxpedl you to make much fuch a tutor 
as your heroine had. 

There feems littk danger of my be- 
ing put to the trjral, laid he, looking 
at his lady, ot I ihould not deipair of 
executing the taflc to your fatisfadion. 

I am interrupted, my dear Char- 
lotte \ a young peribn waits to fpeak 
with me, one that is recommended as 
a fervant, I hope flie will prove more 
worthy than my laft. 

Adieu. 

Eliza Granville. 




LET. 
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LETTER XL 

Mifis £xi2A GkanvixlEv te M^ 
CMA!Ri>toTT« Lenox. 

I HAVE hired the young woman, 
and am much pleafed with her ap- 
pearance. She is very 'handfome, was, 
it feems, born with more happy prof- 
pefts, and has received a genteel edu- 
cation. How happy am I that it is 
in my power to make her fituation^ 
eafy ! It fliall be my ftudy to render 
her fervitude as light as poflible. How 
much do I pity a young woman, welL 
born, v;ho is obliged to condefcend to* 
that ftationj I think every lady of, 

fortune 
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fcitune fhouid feek for fuch to be 
artout her perfcm, and not fufier tliat 
poft to be filled by cx>mtnoa iervants^ 
Inat leierre dt for gentlevixMnefi, who^ 
when neduted bjr trusfbrtviRes, hw^ 
but to* few methads of ^nameaining 
tfe«iiiel ves •; and ^ere this obferved, 
to wait on a lady would be a leis 
iiumiliadng fituadon than now, when 
all forts of perfons are promifcuoully 
admitted to that office; Nor would 
it only be an advantage to them, but 
to ourfelvcs, fince, furely, *tis of Ibme 
Gonfequence who we chufe for that 
employment ; as an abigail, if not in- 
corruptible, has a thoufand opportuni- 
ties of injuring one ; and young ladies. 
often fuffer more than is imagined 
from their artifice, as they are generally 
honoured with fome fhare of confi- 
dence* 
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dence. How much ' does it put it in 
their power to aid a lover or feducer ! 
But a girl who has been well educated, 
will generally have too much pride, 
as well as honour, to be bribed, clpe- 
cially if we treat her as we ought, 
without haughtinels or troublefome 
caprice : but there is no trufting to a 
meer mercenary creature, who, from her 
narrow notions, and uncultivated mind, 
is incapable of gratitude, and aftuated 
only by felfifh motives. My Lucy will, 
I hope, anfwer my expeftations, which 
are greatly in her favoun 

The afiair is fettled ; I have ipoke to 
Mifs EJfex^ fhe joyfully received the 

propofal of my going to R with 

my lady and her, and gave me gredt 
pleafure by afluring me it was what 

fhc 
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Jhc had wiflicd for from the firft 
moment of our acquaintance, and that 
her mother had frequently talked of 
making the propofal, but did not know 
it would be j^eeable. 

Yqu may believe, my dear Chariot te, 
this has made me very happy. We 
fhall let out in a day or two. I hope 
Sir John will not flame qut on the oc- 
' cafion •, yet I have fome apprehenfions, . 
for he feems daily lels careful of pre- 
ierving appearances. Heaven fend me 
£drly ovit of his reach ! 

Do you know I have a fhrewd fuf* 
^icion that Mils EJfex has entertained 
a paflHon for Mr. Beaumont ? and he 
txx) ieems plealed with her lively and 
agreeable converlation. What will be 
the end of it I don't Icnow, but, 

fincerely wifh it may be a match, at 
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be is, as I have before told you, a. 
very amiable man^ and has a nobk 
fortune. I believe Lady Ej^ex would 
be pleafed with the alliance. Shc^ 
Ipeaks highly in his favour, and ha». 
even invited. him. to take her houfe in, 

his way to B , where he talk 3 ^. 

fpending fome part of the fumnfier.. 
You may believe he made no ob^ 
jedtions to the propofal, though whether 
on mine or her daughter's accourtf 
time will determine, but I hope the 
latter. 

That gay trifler Sir Hcrry ^ownf^ 
drank tea with us laii nighty and. 
peftered me with compliments and 
faft Speeches, as he thought them, oo- 
my intended departure* He threaten? 

to follow- me though I fly to the fartheft 

' corner. 
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corner of the globe. — Fll truft him 
for that. A few weeks abfence will^ 
I doubt not, divert him from . the 
tour. 

I have not feen Mr. Ramfey this 
long time. He is, as Sir Harry tells 

me, continually crowding at auftions,. 
in order to coinpleat his collcdlion of 

medals. An odd mortal ! *Tis a much 
more fuitable employment for him than 
the purfuit of a wife. 
. Now, my dear Charlotte^ I have a 
requefl: to make. You have long pro- 
mifed me a vifit, I have talked of you, 
to my new friend, and even taken the 
liberty (you will pardon me) of fhow- 
ing her fome of your fenfible letters. 
She defires me to prcfent her relpedts, 
and to affure ydu, that though Ihe 
has not yet the honour of your ac- 

quaintancc 
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quaintance fhe impatiently longs for 
that happincfs. — So come, my . dear 
creature, oblige me with your company 
for a few weeks at R — , and com- 
plete the agreeable fociety I (hall there 
enjoy. 

1 have wrote to my coufin to ex- 
cufe myfelf from my promifed vilit. 
Thank heaven I am going on a more 
pleafing journey I 

But come to me, CharUtU^ and let 
me affure you in perlbn, of that friend- 
ship that will ever make me fincerely 

Yours, 

Eliza Oranyilli. 




LET. 
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LETTER XII. 

Mifs Eliza Granville, to Mifs 
Charlotte Lenox. 

I AM fafely arrived at the end of my 
journey, pleafed with my new 
fiiends, and no lefs fo with their habi- 
tation, which is a noble old manfion^ 
a little in the gothick tafte, but it has^ 
neverthelefs, an air of grandeur, that 
perhaps, a more modern building 
would be deficient in. *Tis elegantly 
furniftied, and with a richnefs fuitable 
to the large eftate of its owner. The 
country round is fo romantick, that a 
poet would defcribe it with rapture. 
The parks and gardens are large, and 

kept 
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kept in delightful order. So muck 
for my habitation. — Now a word or 
two for the family I have quitted. 

As the time approached for my de- 
,parture. Sir Jcbtfs countenance, wich 
^incautious freedom, teftified his forrow. 
He became grave, abfent, and evea 
liifFered frequent fighs to efcape him, 
while his eyes Ipoke fo intelligible 9 
•language, that I trembled left his lady 
fiiould underftand them; but her at- 
tention to our guefts fo much engroffed 
her, that I liope Ihe efcaped the pain- 
ful fufpicion. He watched, with un- 
common affiduity, an opportunity of 
ipeaking to me in private, which you 
may believe I as cautiouQy avoided. 

The evening before our departure, 
while the reft of the company were 
-engaged at cards, from which he. had 

uk^n 
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«takcn care to exciife ftimielf, as he 
<knew I ieldom played, he joined me, 
•as I fat at feme diftance from the 
jparty. 

Eliza, faid he, taking my hand, as 
-I arofe to leave him— dear Eliza, con- 
jdefcend to hear me a few minutes,* 
Surely you would carry your rigid vir- 
tue too far, to refufe this fmall, this 
iaft favour, I fhall, perhaps, ever have 
an opportunity of receiving from you. 

What would you fay to me ? cried I ; 
you know I ought not to lift en to you 
on the fubjed I fear you intend to en- 
tertain me with. 

Ah ! why not liften ? faid he ; why 

" refufe your pity to the unhappy Stra^- 

Jon, who adores you ? whofe love, tho' 

• the moft fervent that ever warmed the 

breafl: of man, has yet never prefumed 

to 
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to forfeit the reipefb your too croel 
virtue merits. 

No ! anfwered I, what then am 1 
to think of your daring to talk to m6 
of your guilty paflSon ? 

Guilty! cried he, with emotion | 
Ah! do^ it deferve that name? 
Where is the crime- — 

I will not liften to you, interrupted^ 
I. You would pervert my judgment ; 
but heaven forbid I fhould ever ceafe 
to look on adultery but with horror ! 
Let me go, fir, added I, ftriving to 
difengage my hand, let rne fly from 
your dangerous convcrfation. 

Alas! EUza^ faid he, fighing-, how. 
little have you to fear, armed as you 
are with infenfibility ! Oh ! how 1 am, 
humbled by that mortifying difdain 
that darts from your charming eyes ! 

Yet, 
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Yet, withdraw not their beams, tho* 
they confume me by the flame they 
augment. Could 1 but fee one ray of 
^fofcneis ftealing from them, added he^ 
gazing at me ; one involuntary fymp- 

fom of a dawning tendcrncfi! He 

fighed, prefled my hand between his, 
«nd continued lilent. I blufhed with 
indignation, and left him, in ipite of 
his efforts to detain me, placing myfelf 
behind his lady's chain The fcducer 
took his fland oppolite, and kept his 
eyes fo conftandy fixed on me, that I 
was forced to employ mine, diiagree- 
ably enough, in obferving the game, 
till at laft, quite weary of reftraint, I 
took up a book, but fat clofe to the 
xcfl of the company. He aflced me 
what was the fubjed of my ftudy ? It 
happened to be the Travels of Cyrus. 
Vol. I. F Pern:it 



98 E L IZA.\ Or, tAe,. 

Permit mc, faid he, taking the book, 
to point you out one part of it, which 
I think particularly worthy your at- 
tention. — It was the (lory of Rhetea — 
You will there fee, added he, in a low 
voice, returning it to me, the force of 
love. 

But more the force of friendfhip, 
anfwered I. 

True, faid he ; but the latter part 
is mvich inferior to the beginnmg; 
the firft is nature, but the coiKlufioJi 
is romantic and inconfiJlent. 

J have no inclination to argue the 
point with you, faid I, though I am al- 
moft certain of the vidory ; however^ 
I will give it a fecohd perufal, as t 
remember I was much pleafed with it 
at the firft reading; Now think of 
the wretch's artifice. 

1 no 
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I n6 fdoner retired to my apart- 
ment; but Itodfetip my book, when, 
in the firft leaf icrf" iti Tlfbund a letter, 

r 

which he had taken that method of 
ronveyingto mc,' as he knew Iwould 
rtot receive one any' other way ; how- 
ever, he reaped no benefit' from it, ^ 
I nevtt opened it.— ^I rejoiced that I 
fhoiiM {o loon be delivered from his 
perfecutioh — from his temptations, I 
may fay— for, to do him juftice, he 
is poiTclTed of a too fatal fhare of fe- 
4ucing xh^mis. 

I took an affedtionate leave of Lady 
Stratton^ who has promifed to corref- 
pond with me.^ §^}^.^J^n did not make 
his appearance. t;iU !wc were getting 
into the coach, there he bid adieu to 
L»ady EJfex and her daughter j but 
when it came to .my turn, and he 

; : I F 2 took 
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took my hand to put me into the car* 
riage, I felt him tr^mble^ he turned 
palcj attempted to hid me fareweU» 
but Us ipeech faulteredi and he was 
€}bliged to leave me vei^ abruptly* 

Mils Effeifi has jyft left tne. She 
joins her entreaties to mine, in order 
CO prevail on you to haften your yifit. 
Come, then, CbarloMj for you will be 
(^eli|^h;ed with this aouable farnily* 

Adieu. 

£liza .OlLANyiU,*. 



LET- 
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LETTER Xm. 

Mifs Eliza GRANViLtE> to Lady 

I 

LouziA Stratton. 



You are miftak^n') my dear lady: 
I begin to have a relKh ft>r the 

country, aqd am pleafed with its» once 
10 me^ infipid amiriements. I am be* 
eome a great walker^ and now find it 
is poflible for a fine lady to traniport 
herfelf from place to place, without 
the fafhionable afliftance of a coach or 
a chain Our modem belles feem to 
be of the opinion of the philoibpher 
who denied motion; nor will they 
(like him who made no other anfwer 

F 3: whca 



when the point was aflerted) be at the 
trouble of refuting this opinion, by 
getting l^*and>ralfeing. . 

I am twice as handfome as I was 

>vhen ID tQTOi, and. that, by the bye, 
is, perhaps, the principal reafon of my 
fondnefe lof the country ; for who 
would not doat on any thing that pro- 
jaaotes that ^darling idol of our, fej^ 
beauty f—rButtfeen it may be aflced,-of 
what confequence is one*s charms^ 
where ther^ are no prety fellows to 
Patter, or rivals to envy ? — Why, that*s 
true, and, therefore, fince thofe blet 
f ngs, a crowd and frelh air, are not 
to be enjoyed at once, it. is the Icfe 
wonder that, of two evils, the fair ones 
ifcopld chufe the leaft, and rather fub- 
mit' to part with their bloom, which 
^t can, in fomc meafure, fupply, than 

to 
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to lofe the dear tranfporting pieafure of 
exhibiting their perlbns in publick, or 
forfeiting the delights of quadrille and 
ombre. 

I take great pieafure in converfing 
with the fimple villagers, and am 
pleafed with nature in its limplicity. 
I queftion the blooming lafles about 
their employment, and, fomedmes, 

talk of their fweethearts, highly di- 
verted at their blulhing, unaffedted 

anfwers. They are vaftly pleafed at 
the notice I take of them, and Madam 
Granville is faid to be the belt na- 
turedeft, moft freeft, condefcendingeft 
lady that, to be fure, ever was feen^ 
for fhe will talk to one, fay they, and 
joke, aye, for all the world, as civilly 
as if one was her equal. So you find 
I have ftill. my admirers, though of a 

F 4 different 
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different rank from thofe I have quittedL 
Amongft thefe arc ibme very preWf 
in^dens» and fwaias too, who, I aiHint 
you, would, as to perfbn, make no con^: 
tiemptible figure, if a little pcdiflied,. 
even in a fide-box ; and though noii 
rude as from the hands of nature, thejt 
yet can both feel and communicate 
the tender pailions^ 

For love, the difturber of high 9n4 of lo^,, 
That ihoots at the peafant as w^U as the beau^. 

is, perhaps, the more powerfully pcr-^ 
fuafive, bccaufe urged with only the 
fimple, genuine language of nature,i 
vnululierated by a mixture of art. 

*Tis a remark I have fomcwherc 
iczd^ that, confidering their tempta* 
tlQn^3 and education, *tia almoft a won^ 
dec that any country girl ihoukl be 

wtuous^ 
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riituous. Indeed/ there k feme me* 
jrit in their chaftity, as they are greatlf 
more expofed than people in the world } 
tbeie a& under a reftraint, and are fe- 
eured by the fear of infamy^ and the 
eyes of a crowd that are fixed on their 
actions, but in the country the two 
jfexes have a thoufand opportunities of 
being together in private, nay^ muft 
often unavoidably be fo. What is 
there, then, to curb their paflions, 
while youth and love are armed againft 
them?. "What have they to lofe? Ob- 
fcure and unambitious, their lot is. too 
humble to have that ** pride, that oft 
keeps men, and women too, from 
falliiig/' . Nothing, then, in my opi* 
nion, but a great Ihare of religion, can 
prefer ve them 5 and where that is, one 
may depend on their virtues 

F 5 J was 
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' I was led to thcfe refleftions, by ob^ 
fcrving from the windows, a number 
of lads and lafles (this being a hoty** 
day) tripping, arm in arm, acrofi the 
plain, and who, untaught by education 
the neceflary pundlilios they ought to 
obfervc with the male creatures, permit 
liberties which, if not criminal, are yet 
too apt to lead to fuch as are h. — But 
enough of the country. 

Now^ though reluftantly, I mutt 
take notice of tliat part of your dear 
letter, where you fo movingly complaia 
of the encreafing coolnels of a hufband^ 
fo little worthy of your charms. Oh, 
my beloved friend, how much do I 
fympathize in your forrow ! — but what,, 
alas ! is my fruitlefs pity ? — You con- 
defcend to afk my advice, what is moft 
lijcely to reclaim him ? how unequal; 
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my dcJar Lady StrdtioHj am I to the 
taik of diredtiiig your better judgment f 
All I cat! lay on the fubje(5t is, that, 
were I in your place^ I could not chufe 
a -more amiable, prudent condu& than 
what you how practice, only — but 
foigive my freedom — I fhould be more 
cautious of reproaching him for his 
ncgledt,. more proud than to feem to 
obfervc it 5 perhaps, too, 1 might add 
^ little affefted coolnefe, a feeming 
(tecreafe of affcdion for him, as, you 
know, we feldom fee a juft value on 
the bleflings we enjoy, till deprived, 
or in danger of lofing them. Perhaps^ 
fuch a condudt might awaken hi* at- 
tention^ as his vanity, of which I be- 
Eeve you are fenfible he has no iinall 
ihare, would be alarmed, when he finds 
bimfelf threatened with the lols of a 

F 6 heart, 
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heart, which, while you ^e him |Mt 
f eaibn to doubt the pofleffioft of^ he 

]6 at the le6 pains to fetaki. — But it is 
a dehcate poiat^ and I fear to miflead,. 
inftead of extricatbg you out of your 
difficulties.. May heayen, m^ dear 
fiiend, who only can guide you rigjit,, 
be yourdiredor. 
Your ami^Ie lifter waits for Qiy let-^ 

ter, which Ihe is to endofe in- I^r co**- 
ver ; I muft therefore leave off (boner 
than I could wifh v £»*> believe me, I 
take great pleafure in converfing wkk 
yovi, and am, with perfedk finccrity,. 

Your Ladyfhip's fiiend,. 

And Humble Servant,. 

Eliza Granvilxe.. 

L E T- 
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XETTER XIV. 

Mifi EuzA Git 4lnvii;.][.8» ta Mj/i 
Charlotte Ls^ox^ 

SO^ you wont comei Very ^cB^ 
Clwhtii-^ytt the neafbns you 
^e^weU, io£ a few weeks loogpr, I 
ffffft you leave of abfence, but aiber 
that beware how you trefpais on my 
patience^ 

You fey your coufin, Nfifs ^cmpU^ 
b with you, that you have laid your 
li^3 together to confuk about orna- 
ments, with the unchriftiaiv defign of 
killing all the country beaus, who» 
Htde dreaming of the melancholy 
face that ^wait^ thenv are ta flourilh. 
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away in their holyday cloaths at the 
approaching races — Succels ^ attend 
you. I do not eAvy yoiT. We too 
have* balls, and in high tafte, I aflurc 
ytrii — rural balls. 1 never was more 
entertained than at one of them, to 
which, in company of Mifs EJfeXy . I 
went laft night uninvited, by way of 
a; frolick. The outfide of the aflembiy" 
room might not improperly be called 
a hut, but that it would be a kind 
of finking in ftile to give what was 
appropriated to fuch an ufe, fo hum- 
ble a name. The infide was riot 
more Ipacious, nor adorned with paint- 
ing, gilding ot glaffes; the nitivQ 
walls appeared in their primitive fim- 
plicity, except where they were here 
and there ornamented with old ditties^ 
fuch' as the Oicford Garland^ or the 
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Babes in the woody that the under- 
ftanding might be improved while the 
eye was entertained. Then, bjr wa/ 
of teftifying the loyalty of its inhabi- 
tants) in the moft confpicuous view 
were hung up a few grinning faces, 
adorned with ipacious perriwigs, ex- 
hibiting to the Ipeftators the renowned 
King of Pruffia^ and the brave Buke 
Williatn^ for fuch die label at the bot- 
tom gave us to undcrftand they 
were intended. No luminous branches 
fupplied the place of day, but a 
few taper lights, fattened to the wall 
by their own fubftance, juft enough 
dhnly to diftinguifti ohgedb, fupplied 
their place; fo that when thcfe iaid 
tapers wanted fnuffing, which was 
frequently the cafe, the good folks 
found their ball converted into a 

kind 
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kind of blind man's buff, and wenr 
forced to grc^ out their partQe» 
the beft way they coukl^ but a» 
moft of diem were poured with their 
fi^eetrhearts, a Ibrt of ii^in6b fervcd 
to dire£t them to each other as ef-r 
fedtually as more light would haver 
done* Upon my word they footed 
it away, with all their mighty inibmucb 
that I wiflied heartily for a well^ 
icented beau to fling in amongH^ thenH. 
by way of fweetening the air ; yet, £ 
dare fay, the good people themfelves. 
preferred the natural effluvia to all 
the fpices of Arabia. So powerful i» 
euftom, and lb diverfified our ideaa 
of pleafure and pain. 

Let not die beau monde boaft of 
its refinement on luxury, for, after: * 
all, are they more happy than thoie 

harmlefi ' 
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fcarmlels vill^ers, whofe paQions ar6 
equally gratified with their unexpen-* 
five, fimple amuiementSy as ours are 
with- all our iludy and profufion? I 
dare iay^ the heart of a belle i)eat$ 
not with more joyful emotions, while 
preparing for a birth-night, than that 
of a country maiden, who, with her 
bead-necklace and cherry-coloured 
ribbon, adorns herfelf to meet her 
favourite Colin at a wake. We tx^ 
bauft our pa0io;3s, by trying to icrew 
them to y» high a pttch^ ib that^ 
by ever aiming at exquiflte pleafure^ 
we become infenfible to gratifications 
that, perhaps, ^e only in our power^. 
We are taught, by a falie refinement,, 
to a^ire to J<^8 too perfi^dk to be 
hoped for in this world, and, confer 
quently, by negleding thofe withia 

our 
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our reach as too trifling, are reduced 
to pais a life of iniipidity and dis- 
appointment. There is a kind of 
epicurifin in felf-denial \ we ought 
never to drink of pleafure to fatiatc, 
but artfully check ourfelves, that we 
may ftill have fbmething left to wifh, 
and to enjoy. For that reafon I think 
a lover pleads againft himfelf, when 
he fues for the laft favour from his 

» 

miftrefs, fince he will find the fhort- 
lived tranfport but a bad exchange 
for the pleafure of hoping, wifliing, 
and all the pleafing pains of that 
padlon which ceale when he has no- 
thing more to aflc. 

What a colleftion of fcntiments arc 
here flouriftied out ! —Why, Charlotte^ 
what whim has feizedme now ? Should 

you 
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you know me again In* my letters? 
I ; proteft I improve rr ■ ^htily by this 
retirement. I did not tiunk I could 
reaibn fo methodically. But now I 
will tell you the confcquence. You 
open my epiftle as ufual, expcftin;^ to 
fiiid fome wonderful adventures, fome 
new lover defcribed — but, behold, in- 
ftcad of thefe, a homily, a kind of 
fleepy fermon, upon wliich — There, 
Mifs T^mpUj you cry — do finifli that 
ftupid letter, while I am more agree- 
ably as well as vifefully employed, in 

finifliing my cap. I don't know what 
is the matter with Eliza^ but Ihe is 
not half fo entertaining a correfpon- 
dent as fhe ufed to be — Patience, my 
dear, I will make you amends in my 
. ^ next^ for we expedt Mr. Beaumont in a 

fCMT 
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hw days, and then for love advei 
and all tbac Adieu for the pre 
toy compUmenta to your fak o 
nd believe me^ 

'ourS) 

Eliza GaAKvi 
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LETTER XV. 

Mifs Eliza Granville, to Mifs 
Harriot Temple, 

YES, my dear Harriot ^ you fhail 
have fifty letters, if you think 
them a fufficient recompence for the 
favour you have conferred on me. You 
are a fweet creature, I doat on you for 
Haying with your aunt, that (he might 
grant me the favour of CbarloUfs 
company. I am ib grateful, . tha^ I 
aflure you, I have been puzzling my 
brains how to make you a return. 
Once I had thoughts of franking the 
heart of one of my admirers, (franking, 
1 lay 5 for I am furc it would not be 

worth 
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worth the poftage) and fencing it to 
you as a prefent, but then I confidcr- 
cd, thefe kind of toys aJfie a nfcre drug 
with you, who are already overftockcd 
with them-, but Mr. Beaumonfsy"! 
thought, might not be deemed unworthy 
your acceptance, as he is a good pretty 
fellow I aflure you, but, behold, while 
1 deliberated-^you know what is laid 
on that head— though that fpeech was 
not literally verified, for 1 was not Iblf, 
but what isalriioft as bad, my lo'vef is 
to me. Now I could, with great gd^ 
nerofity, have made a prefent of hinr, 
but -to difpofe of himfelf, without my 
^eiiniffion, ^ without fo much as with 
your leave, . or by your leave — Was 
thefe eVer fuch rudenels ? But the lit- 
tle fly Charlotte^ with her pretty arcK 
Imiles, and dimpled cheek, has done 

• ' ' 'Xht 
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the deed. What puniftiment does flic 
not deferve for fuch a breach of friend^- 
fliip? 'Tis true, I had given, the m^ 
a formal difmiffion, in an bver-^generous 
fit, but, what then ? — Was he to be fo 
quick in his motions ? — a naturally de- 
liberate foul too ! — Who* could have 
thought he would have feryed me fo ? 
Could he n6t have liad patience to wait 
the turn of my humogr ? But I am 
rightly ferved — <)vcr-fci;upuIous, for- 
^jboth ! — would not qnoourage ^ian^ers! 
A poor figure! {houW make, were 1 

■i 

to pCTievere in this ; pld-fafliioned vir- 
tue — not alingle beau to blels myfelf 
with. 

As you fometime^ Jtake the trouble 
of reading the letters I fend to Char- 
lotte^ ypu may remember, I hinted at 
a dawning paffion I obferved in Mifs 
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EJfeK 
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EJfex for this faid Mr. Beaumont : he 
was thcrcfote extremely well received 
by the family, at the commencement 
of his vifit, but it was foon vifible that 
1 was ftill the obje6t of his purfuit, 
and that the pleafurc of feeing me was 
the principal motive for his coming to 

R . He took every opportunity of 

urging his fuit, but I as often declared 
1 found my heart infenfible to warmer 
fenriments than thofe of efteem.— 
Things remained in this fituation ciU 
the arrival of my friend, when, be^ 
hold, my perjured fwain became, all 
on a fudden, rcmils in bis aflJduities to 
me, and had neither eyes nor ear3 but 
for that little fyren. If we Walk but,. 
he is fure to poll himfelf next her, nor 
is any of us {q carefully helped to 
icramble over gates and iiiiles* Mils 

EJf(»ff 
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^ffex and I may break our necks 
for him, but to Cbarloitey it is— Take 
cate ; dear Mils Lenox^ do me the 
favour to make ufc of my arm. And 
then they are both eagerly extended to 
receive his lovely burthen, and oui* fmi- 
ling friend receives his affiftance with 
no bad grace, I aflure you. — Aye, 
you may blufh, and cry fye ! as 
much as you pleafe, it is true, for all 
that. Charlotte declares there is not a 
/word of truth in what I tell you, but 
do not believe the little hypocrite, for 
I fwear it is golpel. 

5he played on the guittar, at his re- 
<iueft, this morning. You know what 
execution Ihe has on that inflxument. 
The man was in raptures. Poor Mils 
EJfex and I were, as you may imagine, 
in the dumps, for tliere was nothing 

VoL.L G to 
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to be heard, but charming Mifs Lenox / 
Oh, you ravlfti me with your delight- 
ful harmony ! — and then the creature 
was to become her fcholar, and down 
he fat by her, took the inftrument, 

but his eyes were fo engaged in gazing 
on her face that he profited litde by 
hrr inftru6lions. He repaid her leflbns 
with foft Speeches, for fuch I fuppofc 
they were, by her blulhing, and fo foon 
leaving him, with a pretty bafhful air, 
and joining Mifs EJfex and me, poor 
forfaken nymph ! who fat at work near 
the v/indow. He followed her, but 
firft fervently kifs*d the guittar, which 
he placed on a table. 

Dear* creature ! I heartily wifli it 
may be a match. I am fure your 
aunt would approve of her fon in-law, 
for he is a very agrecabje man, and, 

what 



V 
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what a parent generally likes much 
better, has a very agteeable eftate. 
The generous Mils Effex^ though de- 
prived of a heart (he earneftly alpired 
to the (K)fleQion of, has not the lefs 
friendftiip for your coufin, but treats 
her with the greateft (X)nfidence 
and good humour, which, in my opi- 
nion, is no fmall piece of felf-denial, 
as, I really believe, (he loved him 
more than fhe cared to own, even to 
me, to whom fhe, in other relpefts, 
never obferves the leafl: referve. Her 
mother is more vifibly difpleafed on 
the occafion, and mixes a kind of 
qoolnefs with her politenels to Cbar^ 
loUdj which does not efcape the no* 
tice of my friend. She has talked to 
me upori it, and even propofed leaving 
us, but I ftremloufly . infifted on the 

G 2 coar^ 
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cohtratyi fince, I am fuit^ it ¥iXi i«*ar 
off. Lady 'EJfe)f h^ too xti^cYi gb6d 
jeofe^ when (he re^^ls cooiy on the 
injufticc of her behaviour^ not to gfct 
the better of a rcfentment fo ill found- 
ed , for (he is an exceUent woman in 
the main, but had too fanguinety 
formed hopes in favour of a dau^- 
ter (he loves with uncommon tender- 
nds, and now is pccvifli at her dtf- 
appointment. 

I wi(h you were here, my dear Har* 
riot. We really fpend our time agree- 
ably, nor is it the lefs fo for die company 
of our Charlotte^^ admirer. A mixture of 
fexes makes fociety the more lively. Mr. 
Beaumont is continually inventing fomc 
new amufement for us, the man's as 
iprightly again as he ufed to be. See 
what it is to meet iwth encourage - 

- ment ! 




^^^y, ^f Mifi Qranvilic* la^ 

ment ! Had he appeared to fuch ad* 
Vantage Ibme time ago, I queftion— 
but it is now too late. 

Adieu, my dear Mils temple. \ have 
^ceived a fummons to attend tha 
company. We arc going upon a' party 
tf pleafure. Compliments to Mrs* 
lM09h wd believe me ever 

Youts^ 

Eliza Granvilx.e«' 



^kilfH^ 
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LETTER XVL 

Mifs Eliza Gr-^nville, to Mifs 
Harriot Temple* 

CHARLOTTE has, no doubt, 
informed yon, nny dear Harriot^ 
that an unfortunate Jprain in my wrifl: 
Jias thus long put a flop to our cor- 
refpondence. It has forced me to run 
in arrears to all my friends, and now 
I fhall be obliged tofcribble for a 
month to acquit myfelf of all my 
cebts* 

In the firft place, then, let me clear 
accounts with my dear Mils Ten^k, 
ihough I have hardly fpirits to write. 



r. 
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for my ever amiable Charlotte leaves 
us to-morrow ; that too will oblige me 
to (horten my epiftle, fmce I am un- 
willing to lofe a moment of her com- 
pany for the fhort time I can enjoy it, 
and am, befidcs, defirous to leave her 
fomething to entertain you with when 
Ihe fees you; for that reafon I fhall 
be the lefs particular in what pafles 
here, except on one fubjefl, on which 
Ihe will, perhaps, be a little referved ; 
I mean in regard to Mr. Beaumont. 
The affair is half fetded ; he no longer 
naakes a fecret of his pafiion for Iier, 
nor does our friend tefbify any difap- 
probation of his fuic. She has even 
owned to me (but you, who know her 
humour, may guefs with what caution) 
She is not infenfible of his merit, and 
if her mama approves — flie ftop'd, 

G 4 blulh'd. 
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bluftiM, nor could I get a word more 
from her on the fubjeft. Whether flier 
is more opcn-heared to her admirer or 
not, I don't know, but they have had 
frequent private converfations together^ 
and by the lerenity that appears in his 
eyes, and the unufual fprightlinefs of 
his converfation, I guefs flie has givea 
him no realbn to defpair ; hy if no 
unforcfcen obftacle intervenes to pre- 
vent their union, I hope we fliall Iboa 
y, ifli her joy as Mrs. Beaumont. He 
w ould fain have gained her permiffion 
to efcort her home, but the litde 
prude would not confent, fo he is 
forced to be fatisfied with leave to ac- 
company her a few miles, together 
with Mifs EJfex and me, who are to be- 
ef the party. But though he does not 

attend 




word }i»0rtNi^^^ Vflrfr agHtmbfe. niMjf 

But do not take it into your head to 

coquet with h^, fojr Charkitf has him 

all to nothing, and IjtddtSy the wretch 

has dared, even in my prefence, to ex- 

pre6 Ws dilapprobation of that cha-| 

rafter. I believe the principal charm 
he admires in Charlotte is her pretty- 

bafliful timidity, which, I muft own, 
I think, in her at Vaft,;is extremely be- 
coming, anddoetiMCt^rinfinuate itfelf 
into the heart than Vji^^t and vivacity. 
Yet the man once liked me — ^for what, 
I wonder, fince we are fuch oppofite 
charafters ? Unaccountable creatures 
are we jtnortals ! — though it is common 
fo' go irom one extreme to another. 

G 5 Advea.:,, 
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Adiue, my dear Harriet, I fee Cbat'i 
totte walking in the park. Excuie me, 
that I leave you Co abruptly to join a 
friend I muft» alas ! (o foon part with* 



■ 1- I 




Yours, fincerely. 



Eliza GRAKvuti; . 




LET^ 
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LETTER XVII. 

Mifs Eliza Granville//^ Miji. 
Charlotte Lenox. 

HO W much do I mifs you, my 
dearefl Charlotte ! This place has 
loft half its charms fuxce you left it. I 
have received two other letters from 
my tormentor, but I hav^ punftually 
followed your wife inftrudions not to 
let a curiofity, which might juftly be 
called criminal, prcvaiton me to read 
one line of them. I returned them in 
blank covers to the writer, and hope 
-he will at length be convinced, his ini- 
quitous defigrts are fruitless, ^ Lady 

G 6 Stratton 
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Stratton writes me melancholy ac- 
counts -of his negligent behaviour to^ 
her, and fays, Ihe is almd[t conftantly 
in tears, for, in Ipite of her pride^ 
littr paifion for him is undiminiflied.T-' 
Do yoti not pity her ? 

Oh ! heavens ! Charlotte^ what will 
become of me! The vile mto is thb 
ttioment alighted from las chariot 
llow 1 am a^ttattd at the ttfieltpe^ted 
fight of Mtfi ! 

Sure lady kjfex knew nothing of hh 
intending her a viik, e^ flife movX^ 
lAve Bieiitiohed it! Wonald Ihe had, 
that I might hare taken the {m- 
caution to avoid him, but he was toa 
artful to fuSb" me to efcape. I trenAlc 
•with apprehenfion, folr what have i 
jDOt to fear from fuch an ungovernable 

pafEoa 
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paffion as his ? Htaven prated tm^m 
his fnares f 

I arofe to dirds^ but 6t down again 
to my pen, I wiU fee him juft as I am, 
tmadomed ; for ought I not, as much 
as h in my power^ €d ovcnd inflatning 
im ^ilty iovef Yet <who, of 'Our fer, 
^does not experience a reki£bnice m ap- 
pear bdfore the Other, witluxit every 
advant^^ Ihe can give her per&af 
3f ^ mind was tranquil enough 'for 
jRnomtizii%, I could % a great deal on 
tins faulty vanity. Too true is, i feao, 
the aflertkw, ^t the laft Bgh of a 
pretty woaian is for the Idh of her 
beauty- • , . 

But, oh this vile Sir John ! How 
ihail I behave to keep his pallion 

.witJua bounds I, . 

Mifs 



•li^*. . :...' 
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Mils EJfex has jufl: left me ; (he came 
running to inform me my guardian 
was come and impatient to fee 'me. 
Little does fhe fuiped how difagreeable 
a vifitor he is — ^but-vl muft go, left 
they (hould be furprized at my back- 
wardneis to welcome their gueft, 
whom, if he had behaved fuitably 
to the truft repofed in him, I ihould 
have lookM upon as a kind of fa-^ 
then Was it not a liule imprudent' 
to chufe io young, (b gay a man for 
my guardian ? Yet, as he was married, 
who would have fulpefted j^ny dangeir ? 
•—I muft go,, however reluctantly— 
Adieu, dear Charlotte — Ever 

Yours, 

Eliza Grantilli* 

e 

LET- 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Mtfs Eliza Granville, to Mifs 
Charlotte Lenox* 

I NEVER, my dear Charlotte^ faw any 
creature fo altered as Sir John is. 
Upon my word I fliould hardly have 
known him again, he is lb thin, fy 
pale, and looks fo d^^jefbed. Did this 
change proceed from any other caufe, 
it would excite my pity, and even now, 
I cannot but wifh it was in my power 
to reftore his tranquillity. — ^Yet is there 
nothing criminal in this involuntary 
t^paflion ? — No, my friend, I hope 
it is not in Im power to yreaken my 
;-^ . virtue, 



136 ELIZA: Or, iU^ 

idrtue, though his altered looks ^ve a? 
too conviacing proof of the finccrity 
of his iove for me— but wheal con- 
fider the circumftances that attend this 
loye« my breaft is fteqkd againijb jui% 
and the more violent his paffion, the 
more hosneori eoncd^ce, remembering 
that it is criminal. 

When he inJt law me, lie <:ouV 
iciwcc check Jiis ^nooidoris, and >[ >felt 
hia haod treoafateas he >kd me to^ 
feat ; £[i did his £ps when 'he pted -Ins 
compHments jCo me. I -avoided lodc# 
mg at him as ^nuch as^poffif^le,. «»kI 
phofe to talk gf 'his^dy, ai fifbjca'M 
feemed iMatiitde plea&rd with, JCho€igk 
oUiged to anfwer xne. You -may "b^ 
lieve, I itook no notice ^f ,his'ld« 
tered looks, and sias vexed ?rfien>iuady 
^KJdSksdy ifjl did^Ape1;hilik my* guai*- 

diaii 
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<^ much changed fince I iaw him 
h&j as it gave him an opportunity of 
glancing Ibme ver^ %nificant looks at 
me, by way of explaining the caufc oT 
his illnefs. 

He told my lady, that the phyfici-* 
ans adviied him to try the air of the 
country for his recovery; and that^j 
Qiadam, iaid he, next to the pleaiure 
of feeing yQU and your famSy, is the 
motive of my prefent vifit. I already 
feel, continued he, looking at me^ that 
I (hall be better here than in (owtk 

I do not doubt but you wiU, anfwer-^ 
cd fhe, you fee what an improvement 
it has made on your ward. Did you 
ever fee her look {(x well ? 

No, upoa my honouiV. &id. he, (ap^ 
proaching me by way of being the 
better judge) it is e^remely confide- 
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rate in my fair Eliza to keep herfelf 
concealed, which only could prevent 
the deftruftion her daily improving 
charms would caufe in the world. 

Oh, pray no flattery, cry'd I, for I 
not only acquire a bloom in the coun- 
try, but have learnt fome of the in- 
nocent fimplicity of its inhabitants, 
and am, therefore, but ill qualified ta 
anfwer your courtly fpeech. 

I took up my work to avoid meet^ 
ing his eyes, which were ftedfaftly 
fixed on my face. 

But why am I fb minute on this 
fubjeft ? You may eafily form to your- 
felf, my dear Charlotte^ an idea of his 
behaviour, from the knowledge you 
have of his charafter. — Would he were 
a thoufand miles off! — Shall I neveiT 

be free from his perfccution? 

You. 
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You are referved, my dear friend ; 
does my franknels merit fuch a return ? 
Why do you not talk to me of Mr. 
Beaumont ? Need you blufti to own a 
paffion fo pure, fo laudable as yours ? 

You will receive a letter from Mils 
EJfex by the fame poft. She will give 
you a detail of all our little amufe- 
ments fince you left us. 

Adieu, my deareft Charlotte^ believe 
me ever 

Yours, 

Eliza Granville* 



\ ' 
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LETTER XIX- 

Mifs Eliza Granyille, to Mifi 
Charlptte Lenox., 

TH E horrid man t How he hai 
terrified me \ 
Since he came I have taken the pr?- 
cautioa to make my maid lie in. a. 
clofet adjoining to my apartment, not 
daring to truft myfclf done in this- 
great rambling houfe, as my room is 
at a great diflance from the reft of 
the family. But what difficulties wilt 
not his refolute palfions conquer ! 

I was hardly in bed, laft night, when 
i heard fomcbody treading foftly in: 

my 
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tfiy apartment, -and, by tlife light, ^<iiich 
I alvtrays bum, I toio loon difcovered ic 
to be Sir John. Oh, who can defcribe 
what I felt at that moment ! I uttered 
A loud fcream — he approached my 
bed« 

Do not be alarmed, adorable Elin^ 
iaid he — I fwear, by heaven, I will do 
you no injury. — I y^fterday received a 
curfed letter, that will oblige me ro 
leave the country in the morning, but 
1 could hot prevail on myfelf to quit 
iihis place without the freedom of ^ 
few moments converfation with my 
charmer. 

I made him no anfwer but kept pul- 
ling my bell with great violence. 

Compofe yourfelf, my angel, cry*d 
he, kneeling -, by my foul, I will eoni 
tinue in this pofture, at this .painfuj 

diftance. 
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diftance, till you permit me to rife.— 
Why then thofe needlefi fears ? Your 
bell is ufelefs, and for fome hours your 
maid is incapable of hearing you ; but 
Ihough I took thefe precautions, my 
behaviour fhall convince you they 
were not done with any defign to 
offend your cruel virtue. 

Leave me then, fir, cry'd I, with 
emotion ; for to what purpole fhould 
you continue to alarm and perfecute 
me, fince I will die rather than en- 
courage your hateful paffion. 

Hateful ! faid he, in a refolute voice ; 
oh! beware, my lovely torment, left 
you drive me to extremity. He arofe 
and drew nearer. 

. Is it thus, faid I, trembling, and al- 
moft breathlefe, is it thus you keep 
your promife ? . . 

He 
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He made no anfwer, but ftood gaz- 
iing at me with looks that added to my 
-terror. Not daring to move, I railed my 
^yes to heaven for protedion. After con- 
tinuing a few moments filent, he walked 
abcnit the foom in great agitation, then 
returning to me again, took up fomc 
parts of my drels and eagerly kilsM 
them, uttered a deep figh, pulled out 
his handkerchief, and again traverfed 
the room. — Judge of my dreadful fi- 
tuation ! — He at laft caft himfelf by 
the fide of my bed. 

Now hear me, my Eliza^ faid he- 
hear me with patience. I cannot live 
without you, but I difdain to have re- 
courfe to force, where your heart is the 
objeft of my purfuit. Your affeAions 
are difengaged ; never, my angel, wjil 
you meet with a lover who adores you 

as 
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AS I do. Oh ! then» let your gentlenels, 
let nature» that would pkftd for nie» if 
you would permit it to be heard, get 
the better of a cruel prejudice, a fal& 
4dea of an adbion, which, if you will 
but Uften to me, I can prove to be 
innocent. How many examples are 
there of people who have juftly 
thought it lio crime to love in our fi- 
tiiation ? I attempted to interrupt him. 

Hear me out, fald he -, as you would 
wifh me to reftrain my almoft un- 
governable paffion within bounds, do 
ndt drive me to diftraftion, left I for- 
get what I owe both myfelf and you. 
Hear a propolal I have to make, without 
that provoking fcorn, thaf will render 
me no longer matter of my adtions, — I 

would fly with you, adorable Eliza! 

I would 
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I Would quit my native country for 
ever, pofleffing all I wifli for in you.' 
I will fell my eftate, that and your 
own fhall be wholly in your power. I 
will owe every thing to your bounty,' 
my life, my happinefs, my fortune. 
Oh! for your own fake, hide your 
refentment, continued he, gazing at 
me ; I fee it begin to flafii from your 
eyes. Think not I infult you by this 
propofal J fettered as I am, what other 
is in my power ? But were I fingle, yet 
would not marriage, that foe to love, 
be half fo endearing an union as this I 
fue for. 

Have you done, fir ? Said I — may 
I now, without fear of your dread- 
ful threats, venture to anfwer you? 
Too long I have done violence to my- 
felf by liftening to you. But think not. 

Vol. L H C\x 
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fir, that ypgf licenUQxis aigpmcnti 
c^n, eyer (hake my virtue. I dafc, 
not,, fituated as, I am,, exprefi my re- 
fentment at your infolcnt propofal, 
but — 

Infolept ! intQrupted he, 'v\rith cmp- 
tion — yet I will be cool, little, as you 
merit fqch generous treatment. My 
honour Ihall govern me. But 'dp you 
then hate me, Eliza? added he, 
taking my hand •, what have I done, 
ungrateful maid ! to deferve it ? Can 
I help loving you ? Is not that paflion 
involuntary ? Do I not rather merit 
your pity ? Oh ! if you felt the paios 
of flighted love, you would then 
know how to companionate others 
in that dreadful fituation. But your 
fevage heart is in no danger of gain- 
ing this experience, OncQ ic is incapa« 
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Ue o£ tendemefi. — Oh ! no, continued 
hs% {^effing my hand to his lips \ for* 
give this unjuft reproach — It is not» 
fliall not be inieolible ! 

I inade a fruitkis attempt to with* 
4raw my hand> but fearing to exaipe<> 
rate him by ihewing my refoitment, 
I, with as much coohieia as I could 
40ume, began reafoning with him, and; 
with all the little eloquence I wat 
miftrefi of, painted the guilt and im-" 
prudence of his paffitn. Seeing him 
% little foftened, I improved it in my' 
favour, and in the mofl: moving • 
spanner entreated him to leave me,, 
but long was it before I could pre- 
vail on him to grant my requeft, and 
at laft, not without being forced to 
promife that I would receive and read^ 
^ letters, for he fwore if I refufed, 

Hz he 
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he would not only ftay, but would 
throw off all reftraint, and publHh his 
paffion to the whole world. 

What could I do, in fo alarming a 
fituation ? In terror every moment, 
left he fliould change his behaviour, 
and only careful for the prcfcnt, I was 
forced to agree to his requeft, how- 
ever painful, that I might get rid of 
him. 

Before he left me he took a bracelet 
from my toilet, and, in Ipite of my 
remonftrances, put it in his breaft, de- 
claring, he would never part from 
it. In exchange, he attempted to 
fatten his pifture (which he had 
brought for that purpofe) to my 
watch, but 1 prevented him, and 
pofitively declared I would burn it 
if he did. — And fo I will — for I found 
It thi5 morning on my table. I am 
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I am fo much indifpofed with my 
laft night's terror and want of reft, 
that I could not attend the tea-table 
this morning ; but, luckily, my illnefs 
Ipared me the mortification of feeing 
him before he fet out for town. 

Rejoice with me, my dear Charlottij 
at my deliverance ! As to his pdious 
letters, I muft keep my promife, 
though, you may believe, I (hall pay 
but little attention to them. 

I am lb 'fatigued I can write no 
piore. — Adieu. Continue to love 

Your affedtionate, 

Eliza Granville. 



H 3 LET^ 



150 ELIiJit \Xh, Hi 



1.ETTER XX. 

34ifs Eliza XjJr AN viirLE,YoJWj^ 
CHARLaTTE Lenox. 

SUCH a beau, Charlotte ! frefh as 
importsed fnmi the very xenter of 
the beau mmde! A red cost too, :to 
make him the more irrefiftible ! Upon 
my word, the prcttieft fellow I haw 
feen this age! Tall, elegant, fmart, 
and lively. Oh, I feel all the fymptom^ 
cf coqwetry Goniing on me agaia, 
I muft, politively, have a litde flurta*- 
tion with liim, Sure he wont take it 
into his head to prefer Mifs EJfex to 
me ! Yet jthere feems ^ tolerable good 

ynderftanding 
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\ihderftandirig between them — but 

thrin they arc relations — aye, that'3 

till. His heart muft ablblutely be my 

conqueft. How would it rilortify me 

to find him irifenfiblc ! I really don*tj 

know when I had fo great an incline* 

tion to gain an humble fervant as 

finCe I law this gay captain. — His 

name Archer^ too !— Smart that, and, 

•not ill '' befkowed on him, who is, I 

find, no bad mark'fman. — He is tq 

Tpend a month or two with us, fure, 

in that time one would think I 

trtight do fome execution. I find my 

(for fome time paft) almofl: ufelefs wit, 

gf eiatly fhiarpeneid, iinCe he came a- 

• ihohgft U§, ^6r he is excellent at re- 

'^artee.— ^After all I atn appi'ehenfivc 

•fie wHl'attach Hiliirelf toTdme of our 

rufal riyniphrf, ihd v^K*; iri]uftic<i 

H 4 ^quIjI 
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would that be to my charms ! — But 
really, this morning he was a little 

waggilh to a pretty prim maiden, to 
whom Lady Effex condefcended to 
-ftand god-mother, and of whofe edu- 
cation (he has taken the charge: nor 
is her kindnels ill beftowed ; for the 
little Jenny is a modeft trim lafi. 

She this morning brought her benc- 
faftrefe a prefent of fruit, .with which 

fhe was ordered into the parlour. 
The captain was fitting by me, read- 
ing a poem that had been recommend- 
ed to him — when, in comes the 
nymph, courtlying and blufhing. 

Come here, Jenny^ laid my lady, 
where have you been this great while ? 
How comes it that I have not feen 
you ? You muft know Captain Archer^ 

turning to him^ this little maid is a 

tenant's 
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tenant's daughter, and a great favou- 
rite of mine. Is not (he a neat dam- 
fel ? 

Yes, upon my foul is (he, anlwered 
he. Your ladyfliip fhews your good 
tafte in diftinguifhing her with your 
favour. She feems very deferving. 
You muft give me leave to falute 
your little hand-maid. 

And up he got and would have 
kiiled her, but the fair ruftick ran 
from him. 

Fye, cried my lady, let the girl 
alone, you wild creature. 

'Tis not I that am wild, faid he, 
laughing, but pretty Jenny. Dear 
Lady EJfex^ give her up to my manage- 
ment, that I mav tame her. 

Oh, without doubt, anfwered Ihe, 
very willingly. You would be an 

H 5 excelleoc 
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tjfc^licnt tutor for her. -»- Never mind, 
him, Jennjf'j hold up your head, ^ 
yartvtowi ^rl ha^ no caufe to be 
a/h2P[ie4 to ihew her &ce, and^ I darei 
lay, you are fa 

I am not fo clear in diat pointy 
£ud he, let me catechiie her a litde*— ^ 
Come here, child, I want to talk vdth 
you» Was you ever in love, J^nfry ? 
Hft, my pi?etty dear? continued he,, 
ftarmg at her. The girl bluflbed. 

Look you diere, faid he, fmiling, 
fhe has anfwered one queftion inge- 
nuoufly in the affirmative — Now to the 
next. — 

Dont teafe her, cried my lady. — ^ 
Come, my dcarj to be even with him^ 
queftion him, in his turn, from a 
bjetter catechifm, and Ifll lay my life 
y,QU fiknce him. 

I deny 
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i* deny tlilft, nisflkmi fiid Iflr; I 
ca!| go as far in minfe as iKe has 
ddne; nay farther, fincc I c«n both 
t<^ ifty n»ne atiid wKo ^avt it Wcj 
fi, coihd 'dfi, Ifrty ibiy quenit, I »jl 
ready for ydtf: 

Bfe quiet, faid Lady ^exy t wanf 
to ta!k ti hfef. 

He bowed^ and flic then aflced 
her fevfeiral kind questions about her 
parents, and, making her a prefent, 
bade her go, and be fure, laid ihe, 
cOtitinue to be a good girl, and keep 
the fellows at a diftance. 

Aye, be fure yoii do, cried the 
captain, for they. are fad creatures;* 
Rd^er and all, continued he archly, 
frdtn the clown to the courder. 

Not excepting* the captain, added my 
Wdjr. 

H < w; 
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Well put in, laid he, thank you fiyr 
the compliment. 

You are extremely welcome to it, 
faid fhe, and I fee it does not difpleafe 
you. Oh fye, cried he, why ihould 
you fuppofe that ? how can I be pleaf- 
cd with the imputation of bemg a 
lad fellow ? 1 thought you had a bet*- 
tcr opinion of my morals. 

■ 

Morals ! faid fhe, fhaking her head, 
fine morals are thofe you have to boaft 
of. 

Why, really madam, faid he, I do 
not think them contemptible, though 
I look on gallantry to be but a venial 
fin at worft. 

Hulh, cried my lady, do not glofs 
over vile adlions with fmooth names, 
you will fpoil my girls principles by 

liftening 
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liftening to you. — I hope you do not 
underftand him Jenttf ! 

Leave her with me, then, faid he 
laughing, and I will foon make her 
comprehend my meaning. 

She might as fafely truft her flieep 

\nth the wolf, anfwered my lad/. 

Go, child, continued fhe, let oie fee 

you foon again. 

The nymph courtfied and away fhe 
tripped. I did not indeed fee any 

•good reafon for her (laying fo long, 
but powerful flattery, how forcible 
are thy attraftions ! High, as v/ell as 
low, are fenfible of thy charms. 

From an agreeable fubjedt I turn to 
a very painful one. 

I am peftercd with letters — from 
what quarter you may eafily guels. 
The laft I enclofed to return to 

him, 
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him, and Alerdtfe in the cover that I 
had fulfilled my pTohiife or reading 

them, but a^ it 'vfras not mentioned 
ill our a:greemeht how long I was to 
fubmit to the painful tal^, I could 
ftretth ttijr complaifarice no farther, 
but would poffitively fend them bacl; 
unopened, if he cdhtihued to torment 
me. — I hope my refinance will at 
length weary him, and deliver me from 
his perfecution. 

As I ath to ahfwer your coufin's 
letter, 1 muft fliorten this, left I fhould 
be too late foi* the poft. I give you 
joy, my de^r<eft Charlotte^ but Ihall 
fay more on the pleafing fubjeft of 
your intended marriage in my next— 

t|U then 

Adieu, 

EuZA Grai^ville. 

LET. 
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LETTER XXI. 

Mifs KlIZA tjRANVILLE, to Miji 

Charlotte Lbnox, 

DO, my dear, you* that arc an 
adept in the loft paJfion, tell 
me how peopfe feel that are in love, 
for I begin to experience Ibnie un- 
ufual fymptoms, when in company 
with this fame captain — arid yet the 
wretch treats me with nothing but 
unmeaning gallantty. He is fond of 
my company, jokes and rallies with 
me, but no foft fpeeches, no fliimfer 
and darts. Yet I over-heard' him tell* 
Mifs EJfeXy who had aiked his opinion 
of me, that I was amazingly hand- 

fom€. 
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fomtj and had a charming flow of 
ipirics. But what then? ada^.iiution 
and love are very difierent pafCons, 
I don't care, my wound is but (light, 
and will loon be healed, if a change 
in his behaviour does not increafe it. 
The little villager runs in his head, 
and, being no friend to marriage, he 
thinks he can have her on eafier 
terms. — Oh, thefe feducers I who is 
fafe from their fiiares ? 

Laft night Lady EJ/ex made an 
entertainment for her tenants, as is 
her yearly cuftom. After abundance 
of good cheer the young people fell 
to dancing in the hall. The captain 
teafed me tg go and fee how they 
went on. I gueffed it was for the 
fake of having a look at his pretty 
jfenr^y which made me the more 

backward 
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backward to oblige him, but when I 
found he was in danger of going 
without me, Mifs EJfex and I con- 
fented to accompany him. He was 
really extremely diverting in the re- 
marks he made on the lads and 
lafles. — His little ruftick was fitting 
by her mother. The girl's head will 
be turned, I fuppofe. She thinks 
herfelf too. good to be a partner to 
a clown, now the fine captain has 
condefcended to take notice of her. 

We had not been long in the 
hall before my ipark gave us the 
flip, in order to have a little chat 
with his fair one. I took Mifs EJfex 
by the arm, and, without his per- 
ceiving us, followed him to where 
flie was. He began talking to the 
mother. 

Is 
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Is this your daughter? faid he. 

Upon my word, dame, fhe's a tight 

lals. But how comes fhe without a 

"partner? You are not afraid to truft 

her with one, I hope ? 

No, forfooth, anfwered the good 
N^roman, but Ihe would not dance. 

Oh, but that muft not be, faid the 
captain, 'twill do her good. A littfc 
exercife will make her blood circu- 
"late. Wont it, 7<^/5y ? Chucking her 
under the chin. Sliall I be your 
partner, child ? What fay you, dame> 
have I your confent ? 

Your honour is pleafed to be merry, 
tinfwered the mother. 

O, yes, faid he, I am always pleafed 
'when I am merry. Then turning to 
'the nymph, he whilpered fome foft 
fpeeches in her ear and took her hand. 

Oh^ 
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Oh, I fhall take caire, fakl the. girl, 
'in anfwer to ibmething he had been 
faying to her in a Ibw voice, how I 
believe your flattery. I will be vir- 
tuous for all your fine fpeeches. 
And I wonder, fir, added the Ittdc 
pert one,* how you can let your wit 
tgainft a poor fimple girl. Why 

fliould you feek to ruin . one that never 
did you any harm ? 

Never did me any harm ! anfwered 
lie, that I deny. You have robbed me, 
und I will have payment for what I 
have loft. 

How, fir, faid Ihe, how can you 
ttalk fo? Irob you? 

Yes, faid he, fnatching her hand, 
can you deny that you have -ftoleh my 
heart, a thing I fet more value on than 
imy other I poflefe ? 
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And yet, faid fhe, it fhould not 
fcem as if your honour did, for if 
all is true that's talked of you, it 
has been ofiered to half the girls in 
the parifh. 

I might ofiFer it, faid he, fmiling, 
yet without any intention of parting 
with it i but you, my little fly one, 
have taken it by force, and I will hive 
your*s in exchange. 

No thank your honour, faid (he, I 
know who would have the worft part 
of the bargain, for mine is an innocent 
one — but your's fir — 

What of mine, my pretty fmart one ? 
faid he j let me die if you have not an 
infinite deal of wit, and want only a 
litde of my inftruftion to compleat you. 

And have you not given her enough 
for one night? cried I, tapping him 
en the flioulden Oh^ 
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Oh, my charming Mils Granville ! 
iaid he, are you there? I have been 
talking to our little fhepherdels — 

Yes, I know you have, faid I. How 

does Ihe take her leflbns? you have 
catechifed her fufficiently, I fuppofe, 
by this time. My lady has been very 
civil to train her up in good princi- 
ples to give you an opportunity of 
fliewing your dexterity in perverting 
them. 

Uncharitable! faid he, fmiling. 
Can you, my dear Mifs Granville^ 
imagine I was fo ill employed ? — Alk 
the girl if I have not been giving her 

fqme excellent advice. You don't 
know what a grave le<Sturer I am, 
when I take upon me to be the tutor. 
Yes, faid I, I can give a Ihrewd 
gueiS how you would execute that 

office. 



office. But corner I am informed fupf 
p^r waits* thov^h perhaps^ acjckcj.. Ii 
imiling, you chufe to feaft on ]gj§ 
fubftandal fare than that we are going 

CO. partake of ? 

No, anfwered he, taking my haoi^ 
every entertainment is exquiiite, wheit 
your beauty is added to the repafl* 
So &ying« he led me into the : parloui) 
where we fpent a very s^reeahle evea» 
ing, not without his TufFering a goQ4 
deal of raillery from Mifs Effex an4 
me on his attatchment to the £ui: 

ruftick. 

I rejoice, my dear Cbarlotte, on the? 
prolpe6t of your approaching union! 
Mifs EJfex left me a litde abrupdy, 
when I told her of your intended 
marris^e, and I could obfervcj wheii 

( law her agwi^ that Ihe had paid 

the 
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the tribute of a few tears, to her de* 
parted hopes ; yet is not her friend- 
Ihip for you diminifl^d. She has too 
noble, too generous a heart, to be 

capable of envy. Do hep juftice, and 
permit her a ftiare in your afB3<SUon, 
together with 



Youn 



IEipU^a Xj&anv];lu«. 




LET, 
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LETTER XXII. 

Mifs Eliza Granville, to Mifs 
Charlotte Lenox. 

CAPTAIN Archer, Mifs EJfex, 
and your friend, took a ram- 
ble yefterday and were caught in a 
molt dreadful ftorm. We fled to 
fome trees for Ihelter, and the polite 
fwain would have ftripped himfelf of 

his coat to cover us, but though a 
red one, and adorned with a flioul- 
der-knot too, we refifted the offer, 
and would not accept of the fa- 
vour. 

The thunder and lightning terrifi- 
ed me to death, and I ftood fhiver- 

ing 
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ing and fcreaming at the danger we 
were in. What would have become of 
us heaven only knows, if a charitable 
chriftian had not, from her window, 
feen the difmal plight we were in, ' and 
lent a fervant with cloaks and an in- 
vitation for us to make ufe of her 
houfe till the ftorm was abated. You 
may believe we joyfully accepted her 
offer, and gladly followed our guide, 
to a neat little building, where there 

was a kind of elegance, in Jpite of 
the plainnefs and fimplicity of the 
furniture. 

As the holpitable miftrels did not 
immediately make her appearance, I 
had leifure to examine the apart- 
ment. 

A guitar lay on the table • with 
fome muGc books, which I found con-- 

Vol I. I ^\^^ 
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fifted chiefly df hymns. A finiffl, 
but lieat libfistfy, into which I made a 
flight etouninarion, feemed to be 

cliicfty cdmpofed of books on religious 
itibjefts. Our wild companion was 
a little fherry 0n the "occafion, and 
wliiQ)ered us that it was certainly feme 
dd matron, who had been ufeful ii> 
her day and generation, but was now 
doing peniahce for the Tins df her youth. 
*He was proceeding, when in came 
the lady, and accolled us with fo 
xiiucTi degant good-breeding, that I 
was amazed, for who would have ex- 
pedcd thfe gr^cdfnl 'eafe of a court 
4n a cottiage ? Tor Tuch, Vhefn COm- 
"|)*dd to 'its inhabitant, it friiglit jufUy 
be called. 

Her mailrter was fo uncofnmbnly 
inflntmting, that we Were ih a ftw 

minutes 



Hifi^ry ^ JMUfs <5ranvaie. ^-yj 

minutes perfedUy .indmate* As the 
^ftorm itill continued, fhe ordered tea. 
Her neat attendant prepared it for us 
in an inflant. When it was over, flxq, 
at the firfl afking, obliged us with 
an air on the guitar, accompanied by 
the fineft voice I ever heard. £ven 
you, my dear CharlaUe^ though per- 
fe£t miflxels of that inftrument, could 
.nc^t have acquitted yourfelf better. 
Captain Archer was charmed, both 
with her delightful voice and the 
Uprightly wit of her conver&tion; nojr 
is her perlbn lefs agreeable. 

She is a little woman, but elegantly 
fortned ; and has Something i^ grace- 
ful in her manner, that you would 
think, when you fee her, it muft be 
^a difadvantage to be taller. Her hands, 
neck and arms are immitable, both 

1 2 for 
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for fliape and colour, her complexion 
fair as the lilly: if deficient in any 
thing it is the want of a little more 
mixture of the rpfe, yet that, to me, 
is no difadvantage, as it gives her 
face a greater air of delicacy. Her 
large black eyes beggar all defcrip- 
tion ; her eyebrows are finely arched, 
her teeth white, though not exaftly 
even, nor are the reft of her features 
thofc of a regular beauty, but admi- 
rably agreeable; and her look is fb 
fenfible, fo touching, that one can 
hardly difcover any defeft. Her hair, 
which is the fineft in the world, and 
in the greateft quantity I ever faw, is 
ft Ihining black, and if fufi^ered to faH 
loofely over her Ihoulders, would give 
her the pe'rfeft air of a magdalen. — 
Such is the perfon of the fair Mrs. 
Af andeville. V^^wld 



Hijiory of Mifs Granville* 173 

I could not help expreffing fome 
furprize at her burying fo many per- 
feftions, a$ fhe was miftrefs of, in re- 
tirement. She very frankly offered, if 
agreeable, to relate fome particulars of 
her paft life, which, (he faid, would 
account for her choice of IbUtud^. You 
may believe we made no obje£tion to 
a propofal from which we expeded 
great entertainment ; and, accordingly, 
like true ^eroinca- in romance, we pre- 
pared to liften to her ad^^entures,. 
which you knpw are always related 
by them on thefe occalions. — After a 

paufe, to ufe the proper ftile, fhe be* 
gan as-follows. — But' yotl fhall haVci it 
in another fetter, as I ata tired* of 
writing. Adieu, till then, 

• far 

Eliza GnAifviLi. 
I a L£T5 
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LETtER XXIU. 
hiifs Eliza Gilakvill£» to Mjfi 

CfiARLOTTB LBMOaC. 



• « 



Wherein is gtven^ The 

HUlorjr of Mr?. Mandeville^ 



As related by herielE. 



MY father,, ladies, was a gentle* 
man of fmaU fbrtujiev he 
had a large family, of which I was 
the youngcft. My brothers and lifters 

wii^y endeavoured to fuit their minds 

to 
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to their conditions, but I was natural- 
ly ambitious, and qould not fgrbear 
murmuring a little, that providence 
had fixed my lot i? ip humbk % 
ftauon, when I thought myfelf quali* 
^^4 to fhlne In a more exalted inhere. 

Theie fentiments, which I could 
not entirely hide, would frequently ex-^ 
cite the re&otment of my fillers, wha 

condemned my unbecoming pride, 
whi)i^ I dei^ifed their meaooefi. How 

haj^y, thought I^ 9£e thole wJkx en-» 
joy die goods of forcunel How iboth^ 
iag is it to be flattered and careffed, 
to be treated with reipe& and defexv 
ence by one's inferioipg, and to a6« 
quire the notice oi the great and power- 
fW ! Surely, thofe that are rich, can 
want no other requifii^ to happine& 
Only thofe who have Mt . ih^ meao^ 

I 4 of 
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of enjoying this life tell us there are 
no true jkafures in it. Would it were 
in my power to make the experi- 
ment ! — I fhould not fear fuccefs. 

Such were frequently my thoughts, 
and from them you may form an idea- 
of my joy, when I found myfelf ad- 
dreffed by a young gentleman of con* 
fidcrablc fortune. Nothing could 
equal my transports on the occafion# 
Elate with the thoughts of making 9 
figure in the world, you may believe 
the gentleman met with a favourably 
anfwer to his fuiL -Never once did I. 
afk.my heart if r|i Joviid hinfi— He .wa$. 
rich, my^ambitioa-^olild be gr^tifkd,. 
and that ^^ asi fufficjent, , 

The parade pf our marriage, the 
fine .clQaiths,.,tl>fi'n<^erence that was 

paid, oie- by^^ /pPP^r ^aqquaintancei, 

T for 
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For fome time, made me rejoice in my 
felicity, but a few months convinced 
me I had not arrived at the happi^ 
nefs I expedcd. The novelty begait 
to wqar off; my friends had feen^ 
congt:atulated me on my good fortune^ , 
and flattered m^ vanity, by their 
praifes -, but . now the wonder ceafed^ 
the change was become familiar to us 
all, and I no longer ^excited their at-^^ 
tfention. 

But though dilappointed in my firft 
attempt after happinels, I yet was not 
difcouraged from the* pujfuiti. I now 
determined to court the acquaintance 
of the great. My fortune and genteel 
rank in life icon gained me admit-* 
tance amongfl: them. This was a new, 
fcene to me. Now,, thought I, X 
have, indeed^ found out the true art 

I 5 ^^ 
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I reflc6lirig on him for having de- 
ceived me, in Xo material an artickt 
^d he condemhing nie for want of 
prudence and ctcononiy.— But fruit- 

fe6 were his leftures*, I had got a 
habit oiPdiflipatidn, and had too 
little affeftion for him to retrench my 
pleafures. Numberlefs were the ihifb 
I was forced to have - recource to, to 
aiabfe me to fupport the figure I 
made in the gay world. And fure, 
nothing is fo miferable as keeping up 
the appearance of affluence with a 

narrow fortune! Yet is it tshe^con^ 
dition of half tfee world, who, with a 
ftrange kinddF -infatuation, prefer the 
ihadow of happinefs to the reality. 

For about two years I • fluttered a- 
mongft the gaudy throng, at the ex-* 
pence both of my peace and fortune, 

but 
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but found it, at laft, abfoluteljr n^ct 
fery to agree to Mr. B — *s propofal of 
retiring into the country, to retrieve a 
little our perplexed affairs. 

You may imagine it was not with- 
out great Bduftance I quitted the 
dear town, though J had, in reality,^ 
no great reafon to be fond of it* Still 
unfltcceisflil in the puriuit of thole 
l^eafures I thought it capable of yield- 
ing — ^yet could no: dHappointxhents 
oonvince me but that happinels waf 
attainable. 

The plan vzas foon lettled for our 
retirement, and a houfe taken in a 
country remarkable for its ches^eis. 
To this place we removed our fa^ 

mily. 

The confblation - ci finding myfclf 

thefincft lady in the pjace, in fome 

meafure^ 
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incafare, iuppcMtcd my ^inu^ \\ .s| 
banifliment from the ^^ hmm^t. I i)a4 
4 taft^ for mufic^ fung agrecab^, a^ 
was diftinguifficd by ^ viva^jity in mjl 
maiuier, thai fgoii ^rqc^jir^d me ad- 
inirersi.~*Tbe la4ie$ I l^t \vl awe by 
I7>y wit, which> being of the iatirical 
kind, forced them to xh^ me with 
a diftin^tion tkai wa^ not vciy 9^^%- 
bte to themfelves^a^.tbe ^iduity wi(;i^ 
which the geafitemen bebaved to js^ 
was more liteely to weitg their envy. 
dian friendftiip. 

By the bcaiss I waa crafted »nd 
aarefled. My natural gaiety waa fllVr 
belli(hed by a dafb of coquetry IbM 
gave me a fuperiority over others of 
more merit, but lefs polite aflurance. 
I fpoke my fentiments- with freedom 
and eafe, and gave myfelf airs tha(^ 

though 



JrTt^ory (^ Mifi Granville. 18^3 

though perhaps ridiculous, yet paOeci 
on theie good people, who had feen 
but litdc of what is called life, for 
lari^ks of good breeding, and a proof 

that I had been accuftomed to genteel 
company. 

I was comitmally engaged in par- 
ties of pleafure, which the gentlemen* 
were daily inventing for my amufe- 
ment. And now I (honld, for the- 
firifc time, where kafi: e^pi^dedt haye, 

begun to think myfelf happy, but for 
Mn B — ^ who took it into his head ta 
be jjcalous* 

«' Town my behaviour was not very;- 
circum^edt. Though ' I never in-, 
dulged myfelf in liberties that could 
j^ftly be called criminal, and in none but 
i^ch as all fine ladies take without 
Igruple, yet did I lead a wearifi^me 

life. 
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life, about one gentleman in particu- 
lar, who was indeed very affiduoiis to 
me. My intimacy with him, and 
' fome little levities in my behaviour, 
made fuch an imprelTion on the mind 
of my hulband, that he inrilled on 
our leaving the country, and returiK. 
ing to London. 

I opppfed this relblution with every 
argument I could coUe^* Talked m 
his own ftrain, of prudence and 
Ceconomy, but in vain. I was obliged 
p) remove from a place that was juft 
begining to be agreeable to file, and, 
lii a few weeks after it was propofed, 
tbok leave 6f ttiy new friends, with 
great regret, and returned to town. . 

The jaunt into the country had not an- 
fwered the intent of it. Our affairs were 
as much involved as ever. This, joined 

to 
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to a weakly conftitution, tlirew Mr. 
B — ^, into a fit of illnefs that did not 
end but with his hrV. His fickncls 
taught me to feel a tendernefs for hint 
I had never before experienced. I 
attended him with the moft watchful 
afliduity, and had the pleafure of (ee^ 
ing that it gave him iatisfa£tion in the 
midft of his pain. 

We had taken lodgings a little way- 
from town, for the benefit of the 
air. Here I lived perfeftly retired,.- 
ieldom leaving my hulband's apart* 
ment. 

One day^ ai I was fauntring in the 
garden, amufed with none of the moft 
agreeable reveries, I heard the window 
of a neighbouring houfe Hung open, 
and, on/ looking up, &W a young, 
gentleman, who feemcd to eye. me 

wisJi 
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^tb the grcateft attention. Not the 
leaft incliRed to coquetry at that tinier 
and unwilling to indulge his curioiity, 
I haftily left the garden* 

Next moffning a fervaat informed. 
me th^ Po^Q^ Smik» was in th«f 
p^itotif, anddefir^dta<p^wi#iWA: 
Sali^i ^iM Kpedtj^d \^ I kaow ha. 

fuch perfon — It rauft be ai naift^e,. 
Mr. JJ— ^V pl^ficiaA h^, but juft left 
Ufty.and there ws^ npi order for the 
Attendances of: any e^her. The ^nfwei:-: 
W^ tjhat hfi eape Uy th^ gendeifliaA**- 
delire. 

( w^n^ d^^jL w^l-e I fQw4^ per- 
foft whp appeared tp be extreac^ 
hwd&^Q^Q% nor cquld a large wig ^ 
guife one of the SmA faces I had evet' 
ften. He bowed gpcefully on xstf. 

entranqe. 

I come. 
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. I come, madam, faid he, at the re» 
queft of Mr. B — ^ phyiician, whQ 
told me he had made a triffing mis- 
take in the prefcription he wrote * this 
mornings and as he was in a hurry to 
attend another patient, and knew I 
was to pa& \y} your houfe, he dc0redl 
xne to alter it befose k was fent ttl 
the apothecary-^I hope I do not conic 
txx>late? 

' I told him he did, not^ and diank^ 
ing Vmi for the trouHlehe gaveiuish 
felf^ lent for the papor* He lookied 
at it with becoming gravity, and^ 
with a4;i aif of importance, took pen 
apdi ink, and wrote* After ibnuc 
time, turning again to me, and feok*- 
ing attentively in my face j ] fe^ ^he 
do£kor will have anc^er patient, faid 
he, you do not feeqpL to bq weHL 

Give 
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Give mc kave, madam, to feel your 
puUe. 

I finiled, and he took my hand^ 
triiicii he gendy prei!ed between his» 
l^vii^ me, at the lame dme^ a moft 
ezpreffive look. 

What are you doing? cried I, blulh- 
ing, and withdrawing it — I thought 
die wrift was the proper place to fed 
for the puUe ; you take a new method 

Yes, find he, liniling, we grow 
wifar every day. « Mine is the moft 
efficAual way to juc^. If the padent 
b of the fsur iex, we y^^^ the hand 
and watch the eyes ioc the fymptomi 
of her diforder, and are by them 
dtrcfted what remedy to apply. 

And what judgment do you form 

of my cafe ? £dd I. What median^ 

do you prefcribe ? 

This, 
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This, in the firft place, anfwcred he, 
putting my hand to his lips j and, if 
you will give me leave, the next ap* 
plication (hall be to your charming 
mouth. 

Softly, cried I, 4)ulhing him from 
me, your remedies are worfe than 
the diieafe — I will have no more of 
them. You are fomc quack, I fear, 
and impofe on me, when you would 
pafs for a regular-bred phyfician. 

He was going to anfwer, and pre- 
faced it with an infinuating look, but 
was prevented by the entrance of a 
lervant, who told me his mafter was 
jcnquiring few: me. 

I will come, immediately, faid I— 
and, turning to the dodlor, I am ex- 
ixeamly obliged to you fir, and will 

not 
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not fail to acquaint Mr. Colkt -that 
you have foQowed his ^r^&som. 

So filing, I curriyed, bidding the 
iervant open the door for the gende- 
man. He bowed, looked chagrined, 
and toc^ his leave. 

With the paper in my hand, -on 
which he had been writing, I went 
to Mr. B — *s apartment, muling on 
the oddity of this little adventure, 
not without fome admiration of the 

lovely pcrfon of nly young phyfician. 

A^ I was turning the paper, I ob- 
ferved much more writing on it than 
I imagined could be neccfiary for 
the purpofe. My curiofity was ex- 
cited, I arofe and went to the window 
to examine it. 

The contents, I remember, were as 
follows. 
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7i? the charming Mrs. jB— . 

Excufe, dear madam, a little (hrtati* 
gem, that love has made me praftice. 
I faw you yefterday from my Window, 
and was ftruck with, your charms. 
Even at that diftance prudence would 
have advlfcd me to fhun a nearer 
view, but my heart refilled to yield 
to its diftatcs, and I eagerly fought 
an opportunity to be more enflaved — 
Strange infatuation! To wifli to lofe 
a freedom that I have fo long gloried 
in! For, till I beheld you, I Was 
indifferent to your whole fexj but I 
can no longer boaft of infenfibility. 
I came as your phyfickn, but, alas ! 
'tis I that am the patient. And fince 
I am infcdted with a diftemper that 

none 
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none but you can cure, return the 
favour, dear madam, and, in your 
turn, prefcribe for him who now 
cameftly applies to you. 

1 fhall take the liberty to renew 
my vifit to-morrow, to receive your 
advice in a cafe which yet I fear 
is incurable. The fee I offer my 
adorable phyfician, is, a heart that 
will receive a value from her deign- 
ing to accept of it. 

Forgive me — Did I not already 

look on you as a widow, I fhould 
not have had the prefumption — 
what Ihall I fay.^ — I am no longer 
niafter of my aftions, they are all 
influenced by the powerful deity who 

fcorns the fetters of reafon and pru- 
dence. 

Once 
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Once more I entreat ydnr' forgivehefs, 

and am*. 

With the greateil relpe<5t. 
Your devoted, 

Henrt BvronV 

I was furprized at reading this billet- 
doux, and for fome time at a lofs how 
to aft with regard to the confident 
author. After various reaforiings, I" 
at laft determined to write to him,' 
which I did in the following manner : 

To Mr. Byron. 
SIR, 

As you appeared in malquerade, I 

will not exprefs the relentment your 

Vol. I. K beKavio\it 
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behaviour would have merited, had 
you aftcd in your own charaften 

As I am willing to believe your 
love, as well as your profeffion, to be 
aSeded, I {hall onlv confider it as a 
frolic i though, in my opinion, a very 
unfcafonablc one, and which gives no 
proof, either of your wifdom or dif- 
crerion. I will not, therefore, throw away 
advice on one, who ftands in fc little 

need of my prefcriptions ; I mean with 
regard to your pretended malady. 

You have no reafon to complain 
cf want of freedom, fince never 
any peribn had more, if I may judge 
by that you take with me ; but one 
peice of council I will give you, 
without the valuable fee yoa offer, 
which is, that you never more pre-. 

fume 
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lume to repeat your unwelcome vifits 
to, 

E. B. 

This billet 1 ordered my fervant to 
deliver when he called again, but, by 
a never-failing argument, he per- 
fuaded him to take the charge of an- 
other. I did not fa'l to exprefs my dif- 
pleafure on the occafion, and though 
my heart was refraftory, I had the pru- 
dence to return it unopened. This 
piqued Mr. Byron fo much, that I 
heard no more of liim, and was told 
fome time after that he had left his 
lodgings. I own I was but half pleafed 
with this intelligence, for, from the 
firft moment I beheld him, I had ex- 

K 2 perienccd 
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pericnced emotiohs dsit rhf Kidii wis, 
till then, unacquainted with. 

A few weeks after this adventure, 
I loft Mr. B. Greatly as I was at firft 
afflldtcd, time alleviated my forrow. 
On examination into my affairs, which 
were in great confufion, I found my- 
Iclf left in' very indifferent circum- 
ftances, but determined to put them 
into fome order. I removed to town 
as the moft convenient place for bufi- 
nefs, and there took a fmall, but ele- 
gant houfe. My former acquaintance 
foon got intelligence of my return, and 
renewed their vifits ; and •! began, once 
more, to recover my chearfulnefs and 
tafle for pkaHire. I was ftill young, 
and flattered that my weeds becanie 
me remarkably well. The men were 
very lavifh of their compliments, and 

made 
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made warm profeffions of friendfhip, but 
I loon found they were onfy profeffions, 

Amongft the number of my fe- 
male vifitors, there was one lady with . 
whom I was particularly intimate. She 
came in one morning "when I was un- 
ufually grave, for I had been employed 
about bufinels, a talk that never failed 
to deprefs my fpirits. 

Come, faid flie, I won't allow you 
to be melancholy, when I have it in 
my power to give you confolation. 

For heaven's fake adminifter it then, 

■ • • 

cry'd I, for 1 never ftood more in need 
of it.' 
No, I cannot yet, anfwered ihe^ 

but put on your bell looks and I will fee 

*'' • ■ «.. ...'_ ... 

what can be done for you in the even- 
ing, ,1 begged her to explain herfelf, 
but in vain ; Ihe left me without unra* 

K 3 veiling 
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veiling the myftery, promifing to be 
with me again at five in the afternoon. 
With a great deal of impatience I 
waited for that hour. The clock had 
no fooner announced it, than a rap^ 
at the door fpoke her approach, I 
arofc in a little flutter to receive her, 
but how was it increafed when fhe in- 
troduced a gentleman to me, by the 

name of ByroUy and in whom 1 im- 
mediately recolleded the amiable phy- 
fician ! though now a thoufand times 
more charming in his own charadker,. 
without his large wig and formrf fuiL 
1 cannot exprefs the pleafiire I felt on 
the occafion, nor were his tranlports 
lefs than mine. 

There was now no obftacle to the 
indulging my paffion. Never was wo- 
man 
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man bleft with fo afliduous, fo engag- 
ing a lover. I faw him every day, and 
every day his afteftion feemed to in- 
creafe. If compelled to the Ihorteft 
abfence, he wrote to me, and, good 
heaven's ! how tender, how inimi- 
tably tender, were his letters ! My ant 
wers were without referve, and Ipoke 

the genuine language of my heart ; a 
heart that I took a pride in acknow- 
iedging to be Ms. 

Ah, what happy days were thofe ! 
Now, faid I, I am at laft arrived at 
the fummit of my wifhes ! — This i$ 
true felicity ! — Nothing but love can 
make life fupportable, nothing elfe de- 
ferves the name of pleafure. Why 
was I fo long ignorant of its joys ! 

An union of hands, as well as hearts, 

was now only wanting to compleat my 

. " " K 4 happi- 
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happinefi — rbut ffuch a ftep .woxild have 
been extremely imprudent, as his for- 
tune was fmall. He had great ex- 
pecftatjuns iiom his friends 5 but tho' 
thcfe were uncertain, I feltno uneafi- 
nefs. — I loTed and was beloved, that 
was fufficient. How refined were the 
ibntinnents of my dear Byr<in ! how en- 
gaging Jiis converlation ! how enviable 
my fituation, for feveral delightful , 
months, till an unexpected event oblig- 
ed us to part ! 

An uncle of my late hulband,whowas 
txtrtnit ly rich, and in a declining ftate 
of health, gave me an invitation to 
live with him. I had ever been a fa- 
vourite with him, and had reafon tO. 
rcjoice at a propofal that was likely to 
be of great advantage, to me, as the 
old gentleman was a batchelor and 

would,, 
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• I 

woyld, n^oft prpbably, difpofe of fotne 
part pf his. fortune in my' favour. But 
then, the thought of leaving the ami- 
^ able , Byr$n ! Violent was the ftruggic 
between love and intereft, but pru- 
dence, and the perfuafions of my friends, 
at lafl:, got the vidtory, and compel- 
led me to a ieparation from all I held 
dear on earth. 

Nothing could be more moving 
than our parting. With a very heavy 
heart I fet ofFfor S — and met with the 
moft friendly reception from Mr. B. 
The event of my journey proved for- 
tunate. . In lefs than five months the 
old gentleman died, and left nie a for- 
tune above my hopes. Eager to make 
my lover a partaker of it, with .the 
mpft^ flattering profpeds, I returned to 
town, l)ut who can exprpfs my grief 

K 5 and 
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and difappointment, when a letter from 
Mr. Byron^ which I received imme- 
diately on my arrival there, informed 
me that he had the very day before 
embarked for the JVeft-lndies ! having, . 
by the intereft of his friends, obt^ned 
a very advantageous employment. 

He endeavoured in the moft tender 
manner, to conible me for his ab* 
fence, by repeated vows of eternal 
conftancy, and aflbrance of a fpeedy 
return. This hope, and a firm reli- 
ance on his fidelity, a litde alleviated 
n\y forrow, and fupported my^irits. 

In the mean time I determined to 
enjoy my good fortune, by once more 
making a figure in the beau-mondc. 
With this intent I hired a houfe, in a 
falhionable part of the town, furniihed 

It 
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It elegantly, and foon procured a nu- 
merous acquaintance. My mornings 
" were engrofled by the labours of the 
toilet, and the evenings dedicated to 
cards and eompany. 
At firft my pride was flattered by 

# 

' the number of equipages that crowded 

my door, and the brilliant appearance 
of my vififors ; but I ibon grew weiary 
of repeating the fame dull fcene over 
and over again. My whole time, 
thus dedicated to others, became a 
kind of flavery, inftead of an amufe- 
* rhent •, and this, once niore, determined 
' me to change my plan. Still unluc- 
cefsfut in my fearch of happinefs, yet 
ftill eagerly bent in the purfuit of it, 
like Solomon^ I had tryed almoft every 
vanity under the fun, and, like him, 

K 6 drew 
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■ drew - ikt &me condufion £:om it. 

Determimng on a more rational 

Ibhcflne' for the iiiturc, I now fet up 
'ioc the woman of feafe, and courted 

the acqiiaintance of the - learned » 
vimt tJvcn this .c£d not tarfwcr my 

cxpeAations. Authors were, I foundt 
. 0iore enteitaining. in their- works, than 

in their v conyerfation ; thfty/ ih^wed^ 
. beiides, 4xx> iitde defeicvice for my opi- 
nion, and took' a Hberty. I had been' 
but little accuflomed to,.x)£.^>eaking 
their fentiments, *th(H}gh they con^ 
tradi£)xd mine. I grew di%ufted, and, 
by degrees, dropf)ed their acquaintance^ 
and,, in its turn, miilic became, my fa- 
vourite paflion. I frequented operas 
and oratorios, had private concerts at 
*my own houfe, affedted to be a con- 
noifleur in harmony, died with rap- 
ture 
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•ture at an Italian, air, . and talked flew- 
cndy, .and with great confidence 
pronounced my judgment, of the 
moft celebrated compofers. The niu- 
fical tribe were a gentle race, who ho- 
noured ■ me with ^.much flattery .as; I 
could defire. 

In the midil of all this , fplly and 
diflipation, the charming ^fyron.jfff^ 
not forgot. I Gonloled myfelf under 
every difappointm^t, with an aflucance 
that his return would make ,me com- 
pleatly happy. I talked of ^ him jnccf- 
fantly> and difcouraged every pretend- 
er to my heart, by ^ acknowledging 
my engagement . to another, fo tlmt 
all my acquaintance, as well as my- 
felf, expefted our marriage to take 
place as foon as he arrived in England. 
.'W,hat delightful plans did I not form 

fcr 
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for our future h^ppinefs, when thk 
vri(hcd-fbr union lliould take place ! 
He came at laft — Good fieavens ! 
what were my joyflil emotions, when 
a Ihort note, wrote by his own dear 
hand, informed me he would be with 
me in the evening ! 

The whole day, till the long-ex- 
pefted hour arrived, was Ipent at my 
toilet, yet hardly then . could I be fa- 
tVsfied with my drefs.' The moment 
I heard his well-known voice, I fJew 
to meet him, and was running to caft 
myfelf into his arms — but, aR f ladles, 
how were my trahlports damped, when» 
inftead of participating my joy, he ap* 
proached me with all the marks of 
guilt and confufion painted on his 
* countenance f 

The 
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The happy days of love and joy 
zrt vanUhcd for ever f cried he, in Zr 
faultering voice. I have mined my- 
felfi and come to compleat my mifery^ 
by fufFering the juft refcntment of her, 
who, in Ipite of the perverfcnefe of 
my fate, ever muft be moft dear to 
me. Ah, my lovely, injured Emilia ! 
added he, an inevitable bar is, by one 
moment's fatal indifcretion, now plac- 
ed between me and the enchanting 
hopes with which I parted froni you. 
He fighed, and fixing his mournful 
eyes on me, became filent. 

Dreadfully alarmed at a behaviour 
fo different from what I fondly ex-r 
pefted, I had hardly power to afk 
him an explanation of the myftery ^ 
but judge, ladies, what I fufFered, 
when, calling himfelf at my feet, and 

hiding 
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hiding his. face, he told me he wasF 
married l-riWid was proceeding tq in* 
form me how he was d^awn^ into the 
Ihare! But, alas ! I w^s ;io lon£;er in a 
condition to Men. to my pifery ! a 
fainting Et rendered ipe, ' for fome 
.time, inifofible of jny, mi^Qr times. 
With great tendernels he. gftd his endea- 
vours to recover me, which h^.^ad 

no Iqoner effejSled, than I, unable now 

» ■-•••<»•- ....I 

to bear. , the ; fight of ^n ^ objedt that 
had, till then, , been fo d^ar ,to rpy heart, 
cpnjured him to leave me. 

Go, falfc,. ungrateful Byrpn / cried 
I, weeping ; you have already had too 
great a triumph, by feeing theefFeA 
your . inconftancy has caufed in rne. 
Ah, could I have exped^d fuch treat- 
ment from you? — from Bjrojii Once 
the moft amiable, but now the moft 

per- 
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perfidious of his iex ! Heaven ! .who. if; 
to be trailed, fuicc you — even you,, 
can cruelly deceive ? — But, leave mCj 
fir, go and amufc your new ^vourite — 
your wife, with the reflcftioo of my 
woes — Go, boaft of the lacrifice you 
have made her; tell her, that /or her, 
you have broke through every tie of 
gratitude, of— 

Oh ! fpare my bleeding heart, in* 
tcrrupted he, thofe juft rcproaciies. 
Did you but know what I already 
fuffer, you would be fenfible there 
needs nothing more to add to my mi- 
fery. — Yet, go on, my lovely, my- 
©nee gentle Emilia. — Perhaps your re* 
fentment may work the efFeds I wilh, 
and haften that death which only can 
^ftore my loft peace. ; I will not afk 

you 
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you to liften to the ftratagems that 
were ufed to enfiiare me, the curled arti- 
fices that were pradiced to draw me into 
a marriage with a woman — btrt I muft 
not, nor would you deign to liftcn to 
me — yet I could convince you I am 
rather to be pitied than condemned^ 
in this fatal affair. 

Ah, fir, cried I, what avails your 
juftificatibn ? Are you not married? 
Loft to me for ever ? Do not unde- 
ceive me, then, let me believe you 
guilty, for while I think io^ my pride 
may, in time, extinguilh the remainder 
of my affeftion for you — but, added 
I, weeping, were I affured that you are 
ftill the tender, the unfortunate Byrony 
whofe dear image is fo deeply im- 
printed on my heart, I own my weak^- 
nefs — ah ! when did I endeavour to 

hide 
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hide my fcntiments firom you ? — ^ycs, 
I own no time will be able to bloc it 
from thence. 

He took my hand, and raifing Ms 
eyes with a look of tender woe ; This 
is too much ! cried he, this generofity^ 
this endearing avowal of your unme- 
rited afiedtion, Is more painful to me* 
than your juft upbraidings. — Yes, ad- 
ded he, after a pauie, I will tear my- 
felf from you. Forget me— think me 
' ungrateful — falfe — perjured — a mon- 
fter you oi^ht to hate — every thing 
that can banilh my unworthy idea faxxa 
your heart — while I, deprived of every 
joy in lofing you, drag on a hated 
being for a few tedious montl^ longer 
(for that I hope will be all) and then» 
farewell, a long farewell to all this 
world can give !— In ending thefc words, 

with 
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ymf}^ a deep figh, he abruptly .left the 
room* 

Hardly knowing what J did, }n the 
ytmpft diftradtion, I called him back^ 

but, alas ! .he. was. already out of hear- 

• " ■- '■. * .»* 

.ing — Ah ! what a condition did I .find, 
myfclf in wh^n alo^e ! .Reflexion bpt 
added to my niifcry. ,1 raved and 
wept by turns ; not one ray of com* 
fof t or hope brpke f hrough the gloom 

of wretchednefs that furrounded me v 

' • . . f. - . . 

all niy views were, dreary anjd difcon- 
fblate — Byron was loft to me, and, 
with him, all poflibility of happinefs. 
I was feized with a dangerous feyer, 
which confined me to my. bed for more 
than a month. Weak and. emaciated 
as my body was, my grief, jaftead of 
being dimintfhed, gained daily more 
force.. . During my illnefs a |::ejfon Jiad 

frequently 
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fiequently been to enquire how I ^as, 
but refufed to tell who had employed 
him. Alas! could I doubt but he 
c^me frofn thfe ftill tfendef, imfoftunate 
Byron ? 

Death, which I had ofccn invoked, 
refilled its aid, and, contrary to every 
dfife's expeftations, 1 recovered, tho* 
reduced to the very border of the 
grave. 

Hardly was I able to leave my a- 
partment, when I received the follow- 
ing letter from my unhappy lover : 

To Mrs. B — 

My prayers are heird. Heaven, 
who abandoned me in ' the mod fatal 

moment of itiy life, has yet vouch- 
fafed to hear me, in behalf of fuffer- 

ing 
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ing innocence, that never £uls to be 
its care. You are recovering. Oh, 
may my unfortunate days be fhortened, 
and what is taken from them, added 
to yours, with every wiih of your heart 
to make ihcm defirable ! 

r can accufe none, as the cauie of 
my mifcry, but myfelf. A fatal in- 
toscication, the giving the reins to my 
ungovernable paflions, have cut me off 
from all ^/tofpefts of happinefe in this 
life- Seldom does vice go unpunilhed, 

^ven here. 

For the fake of her, who I am now 
compelled by forcible ties to protedt, 

ft 

and whofe honour is connefted with 
my own, I muft for ever bury in ob- 
livion a ftory that — pity me, I dare not, 
muftnot juftify my conduft to you — For- 
get me — ah, my lovely Emilia ! is it By- 
ron 
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ro% that jonakes fuch a requeft ? Think 
what it cofts me J 

To-morrow I (hall leave London — 
Nothing but the danger that threatened 
jovx precious life could ib long have 
detained i»e here. — rl go to bury my* 
fclf in the country. I dare not ftay 
where I am in danger of feeing her 
whom I murt ftruggle to— but no, it is 

impofliblel— adieu-— my burfting heart 
would urge me to fay a thouland ten- 
der things, before we part for ever ! 
but I will reftrain my pen. — Once 
more adieu, thou lovely and beft be- 
loved. 

Henry Byrov. 

1 read Ais dear mournful letter a 
thoufand times over. The violence of 
my grief was now converted into a fet- 
tled 



±1& ELIZA: Or, (be 
ifed meldnclKify. I detemiiSAed tty bkf 
adieu to all the aihtlfeniei^ of the 
world, taking a kind of pkaltu^e in- in- 
<lul^g thy iadnefi. 

r bu6ed riiy una^hatioiif in fbriKi]^ 
a plan for my future life, that wouk} 
moft conduce to the chetiflnng my 
forrow. For this porpofe I hired a 
fmall retired h6\ife at a little dift^nce 
from town,' to which I removed, dif- 
miffing all ftxy unneccflSuy attendants. 

Ydu wiir, perha|)s, fmile, ladieis, at 
what lam'going to tell you, but you muft 
remember that I was ever of a romantic 
turn, and that both grief and joy af- 
fefted me in a more forcible man- 
ner than it would others, whofe tem- 
pers ate lefs warm and fanguine — 
you would never guefs what com- 
panion 
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. panion I took with me to my hermi- 
t^e — ^a no lefi (blemn one than my* 
cofiin. 

With this dreary memento, I took 
my difconfolate journey to it, where 

* 1 no fooner arrived,, than I cauled one 
of the apartments, to be hung with 
black, and placing my la|l habitation 

, on a table, and over it the pidhire of 
the dear caufe of my grief, I lafUy 

•. took my ftation oppofite to them, 
and, in that mannjer, I determined to 
fpend the remainder of my life in. 

< iighs and tears. 
. For, fcveral weeks I pcrfeveredin 
my plan, allowing myfelf only a few 
hours flcep, now and then in my 

, chair, and juft nourifhment enough to 

prevent my being guilty of felf 

murder. Books, and every thing clfe 

Vol. I. L that 
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dut mi^t divert injr ttitRd ffbtn the 
QbycftofBjr ivot» wnc esdackd; a 
few mournful airs on my guicar, 
cniy; were attowod, which rather fed, 
4ui faftoQBd, mf melatichdy. 

Btftttint»diat wiU^in Qnoeof erory 
cScHt to die cootfitry^ at bft weaken 
dK tnoft footed ibrrow, began to 
qipljr M5 hcaliiig balm, and I, now, 
caodiiued taj ccHirle of life^ rather 
dwoi:^ obfklnacy, and a kind \A 
fluune flc the thou^its-of quitting; it, 
tfaaiLfrom inclination. 

By the continued enti^Adaa of my 
aneadants I was perfwuied to leave 
floy meUuichoIy haintadon fbr feme 
h9ur$, evtery day, in order to take 
the air as neceflary for my health, 
which was gready impaired tsy n^y 
dole ctefinemettta 

I now 
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I now indulged myfelf in iolitar/ 
tAmbks through the plea&nt watttt 
that fum>unded my houfe, but ftiflt 
^ much as ever^ determined that 
nothing Ihould prevail on me again 
fill venture inlothegay wodd, where 
I had fb IcHig, in vain, ibught & 
happinels that had ever eluded my 

grafp. 

One night, when I had left n 
pleafant grove to indulge more fa<f 
meditations in my folemn apartmen^ 
my maid came to inform me, that^ 
A tmvelter, ^h^ had loft his yfzf^ 
begged me to fumifh him with 9 
guide to the neareft inn, and^ at th^ 
lame time, entreated to fee the miftrefe 
of the houie, that he might make 
his apologies in perfon for -the liberejf' 
^ had taken. 

L c^ Aforj 
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A ibrt of curiofity, or rather that 
; natural love of focicty from which 1 
had been fb long debarred, induced 
me to grant his requeft. • I therefore 
. went down to my guelt, whp either 
was, or afieded to be fuiprifed, when 
he law me, and, after a litde general 
converiadon, in a very graceftil man- 
ner, cxprefled his pleaiure at meeting 
with ja lady, fo every way accomplilh- 
cd, in a retirement where he ihould 
fo little have expefted fuch a happl- 
nefs. lafFedted to difclaim his com- 
pliments, though I own he did not 
appear widi the lefs advantage in my 
eyes, for the delicate flattery,' with 
which (perhaps for want of a better 
fubje£t of difcourfe) he thought pjoper 
$0 honour me» 

If 
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If he examined me with attention^ 
I did not fufFer his peribn to eicape 
unnoticed. Byron excepted, I never 
beheld a more amiable man. His* 
converfation, too, was perfedkly agree- 
able, his manner graceful arid infin* 
uating. I felt myfelf liftening to hinv 
with unufual pleafure, till St. Evre-- 
monS^s ftory of the Ephejian Matron^ 
darted into m^ mind, and covered 
me .with confufion. I baftily recalled 
the idea of Byron that had for fome 
moments given, place to others le& 
melancholy, but, fortified with that„ 
I not only became worfc company,. 
but, while it kept pofiellion of my 
thoughts, imagined the fbranger fb 
to. The recolleftion ©f my ibrrow 
gave a different caft to my feature^ ;; 
tHitt a gleam of joy had animated. 

L 3 Sadnel^ 
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Sdheft fO(^ I^ace^ tod iiivoluntar^ 
fighs dbqicd im, while I w«i3 vifi- 
blf abfeat and matteiidve to what 
ht was isfvag. .Scnfible of the change^ 
wiih a onoficf that wav however, 
chedcad by \m polftetie&» he endea- 
vomsd ID fmetntte iiim the caufe of 
mf melanchgty, but I a^roided any 
ciqpiaiiatiDn. He feemed afieftedat; 
mf Adnds^ and fiom a ibrt (rf'iympa* 
thy^ gn^uaftf loft Ins ^prightliiie(% 
ufcile his eyes conveyed &> me a 
thoufaad tender glaaces, accompanxd 
by i:ghs that fliewed the fymptoms 
of a beginning of a paiDon. As it 
grew late, he was obl%ed to take 
jus leave, when ny fervaot accompanied 
him m a kind of inn, that was about 
a mile dSiaat fmm my houfe. 

I cann<^ 
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I cannot defci^ the unaccountable 
fiMltiion my mind was in after ho 
w^ gone. ^ I made an effort to go 
to my chamber of mourning, but 
flopped at the dopr, confcious that I 
viM not in a fit humour for the 
meditation that ufed to accompany mc 
in that retirement. Afhamed of my 
i/v:eaknef$» I endeavoured, but in vain, 
t<^ banifli the idea of him, who had 
been able, in ib fliort a converfation, 
to difconeert a plan of life fo fixedly, 
fo confideritely laid. 

I fpent a reftlefs night, ftruggling 
ag^'mft emotiom, with which I was 
too well acquainted not to dread 
encoviraging. Often did 1 invoke the 
im^g* of my im^ Byrfin^ to banifli 
th^ intruder, bpt hfi^ piqued ^ tbc 

dwAing fymptoms of inconftancy, 

L 4 that 
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that were begmniiig to appear in mf 
heart, diidained any longer to maintain- 
a • pdl, that a rival was now endea- 
vouring to dilute with him. 

The return of day did not reftore 

my tranquillity, but, determined t6» 
conquer {o fiidden, {o unjuftifiable a 
weaknefe, I forced myfclf ta my 
vfual employment. But a &w mo- 
ments had I gazed on the pi6hire 
of BjrcHj whofe charms the painter 
had ikilfully imitated, when my ideas 
took their accuftomed courfe. 

Ah! life, cried I, c^ing my 
CTcs on the coffin, haft thou ftilB 
delu::vo baits to tempt me agairv • 
to fcily, after all the proofe I have 
had of thy cmptinefs? Here they 
muft all end. Preach to me then,^ 

thou^ 
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thou awful monitor, and let thy &d^ 
but falutary lefTons teach me yn£^ 
dom. 

After pending about aa hour in 
luch contemplations as thele, I went 
to tike my uiual morning's walk, * 
with an odd medley of thoughts 
jumbled together in my mmd — death, 
love, and the ftranger poflcffcd mc: 
by turns — ^when> in crofling a fliadyr 
woody what were my emotions ins . 
beholding him approaching !. 

I would have avoided him, but 
be was already too near me, to da 
it without rudenels^-he accofted me 

in> the moil graceful manner, telling 
me he was juil going ta my houfe,. 
th^ he might havfe the honour of - 
&eing and paying his reipedis ta 

sne.. 
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tm% \xSxxt he purfued his journey .-•^ 
A journey, added he, fighing, that 
has procured me the mofi: exquifite 
pleafure I ever tafled, but which wiH, 
in* tetum, infli£t an equal (hare of 
pain. He looked tenderiy on met 
while heipoke. I felt myfelfblufl^ 
and endeavoured to turn the conver- 

• 

&tkm. For many months pall I had 
|ioC eiiperieDced £> much true- istii^ 
faddon as in that morning's walk. 

Before he took leave of mc, which. 
he often propofed, but ftiil de- 
layed on 4bme pretence or other, till 
the day was prrtlty iax advanced, he 
aikod and obtained my permiffion to> 
renew his vifit, when he returned &om 
Lmdon^ at which place he- was only- 
to Ipend a few weeks, 

IfhaU 
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I fhall not diiguife my foibles to you, 

ladies, but will expofe them, in hopes 

you may reap fome profit from my 
indifcretions. 

Never did time creep more flowly 
on than did the interval between Mr. 
MoMdeviUis (that was the ftranger*# 
name) leaving me, and his return. 

I know it is moft peoples opinion, 
that true love is never cxperkncedf 

but onee in one's life, but many «3^ 
aniples, as well as my own fenfations^ 
have convinced me of the contraiy» 
Some have formed very unaccounta- 
ble ideas of that paffion, refinii^ upoa 
it; and converting it into an imaginary 
fomething, that exifts no where but 
in their own brain. 

Afrer three tedious weeky I had> 
again the pkafure of feeii% Mr. Man*^ 

deville^ 
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JkmJI$. But I (hould have tnformed 
fou, that I had, duriag his abfence,. 
taken the precaution to di^fe of vaj 
coffin, as I began to think the world 
and I, though fo long at variance, 
were likely once nK>re to be rccon- 
dled — ^Nor was I deceived. My new 
lover had lb infinuating a manner, and 
£> perfedUy poflefled the art of con* 
ibling roc, tha^ i» \cS^ liasmrz montit 
after his redmi to •-» (where he had 
taken lodgings at a farm-houfe to be 
near me) I was prevailed on to be- 
come Ids wife. 

Infatuated by my p^on for him, 
I indiicreedy took his word for a 
large eftate he pretended to be mafte^ 
of. IndifTerent, indeed, about affairs 
c^that nature, as my own wasfuffi- 
ficnt to fatisfy people of moderate 

ambition> 
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timbition, I was the Icfs in^uifitivc 
about his, but, furely, it was an un- 
pardonabje negligence not to enquire 
into his character and connections. 
Alas 1 where love has poffeflion of the 
*heart, the ftill voice of reafon is biit 
fittle liftened to. 

Though I had changed my ftatc, I 
yet wiflied to continue in the agreea- 
J)le retirement, which I every day 
grew fonder of. Perfeftly fatisfied 
with the converfation of a man in 
whom I was continually difcovering 
new perfe6Uons, I wifhed for no other 
fociety-, but 1 foon found Mr. Man- 
deville began to grow weary of the 
country. He propofed our Ipendihg 
a few weeks in London^ as the winter 
was approaching, and after that faid, 
if it was agreeable to me, we would 

take 
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take a jaunt to R — and make a round 
of vilits to his relations. Pleafed 
with every thing that he propoied, 
and haying no will but his, I readily 
confented. Accordingly the plan was 
loon fettled, and preparations immo- 
diately begun for our departure. 



End of the First Volume. 




ERRATA. 

JPage 25. Line i. for After they were gOM, 

read After Dinner^ 

Page 209. Line 5. /^r reflection, r^^ repetition. 
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